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Abstract

In 2008, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) attempted to plan for the development of the suburban
area east of Bangkok, with proper land-use and well-balanced coexistence of urban communities and agricultural
areas. As both the public and the planners were encouraged to participate in the project sice the inception,
design competitions for eight urban sites were organized by the BMA. A part of one of the eight sites, the
project was the landscape development program for the government center of Nong Chok District. As the
project would be the place of exchange between the government and the people, local identity and optimal
land-use, the integrated approach to design was strongly emphasized. All stakeholders in the project, especially
the public, were encouraged to participate in all stages of the design process. Results from data collection
and analysis led to the design concept of sustainable development for the people. “The Green Government
Center for Sustainable Future” would create a better relationship between the government and the public. A
public plaza for the urban community was proposed, as a green public space, point of assembly, and the
creation of local pride in its identity. The design also featured a new utilization of land that not only solves
the government center’s public image, but also generates income that would sustain both the government

center and the community in the future.

Keywords: government center, public space, public participation, community, sustainable
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