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Abstract

The discourse of sustainable architecture, or green architecture, has been inuential to architectural practice
and education since the 1990s. However, the concepts and meanings of this discourse have come to mean
differently to different people, confusing to the point of conict in interpretation and application of the ideas,
leading to the obstruction of sustainable professional practice. Based on a survey of publications on sustainable
architecture during the 15-year period, from 1993 to 2007, this article aims to present the overview and
directions of sustainable architecture discourse. The research indicates that the discourse of sustainable
architecture has developed, from the focus on environmental conservation, towards nding a new balance through
socio-economic mechanisms, with support and co-operation of architecture-related professional organizations.
This leads to the change in attitudes of professional practice towards a more environmentally-conscious design

that is inevitably the norm for future practitioners.

Keywords: Sustainable architecture discourse, Development, Professional practice
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