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The Chiang Mai Legend and
Its Interpretations in City Planning Contexts

Assistant Professor Dr.Nopanant Tapananont
Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University

nopanant.t@chula.ac.th

Abstract

The Chiang Mai Legend described the foundation of the city in A.D. 1296 (1839 B.E.), when Phaya Mengrai
of Chiang Rai, Phaya Ruang of Sukhothai, and Phaya Ngam-muang of Phayao discussed about the planning
and construction of the city. Most interestingly, the Legend expounded the major city-planning criteria such
as strategic location both in terms of warfare and natural disasters, the proper number of population, or the

ideal size of the city. The interpretations of the criteria through the perspective of recent city planning theories,
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principles and concepts, will further expand our understanding of the local wisdom in city planning of the northern

Thai region. This pre-construction planning made Chiang Mai distinct from other cities and towns in the region,

providing a signicant reason for the continuous development of the city for the past 700 years.

Keywords : Chiang Mai, City Planning, Legend, Local Knowledge, Mengrai.
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