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Academic Literature on Aesthetics of
Architecture and Related Arts in the
Thai Context_A Critical Review

Asst. Prof. M.L.Piyalada Thaveeprungsriporn, Ph.D.
Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University

piyalada.d@chula.ac.th
Abstract

The main objective of this study is to critically review and analyze academic literature on aesthetics in architecture
and related arts in the Thai context. Its purpose is to understand the salient characteristics, critical issues,
strengths and weaknesses of these academic works. Based on qualitative research methods, the study aims
to determine the state of the arts of art and architectural aesthetics in the Thai context through a critical
analysis of the academic and/or semi-academic literature on the subject which were published in Thailand

between 1933 and 2008.

The study reveals that the overall body of literature may be categorized into 3 main groups: Aesthetics of the
Arts, Aesthetic Theories and Philosophy, and Aesthetics of Architecture. Literature on Aesthetics of the Arts
is the most prevalent, with highest degree of continuity, but also with the greatest variety in terms of contents
and quality. Literature on Aesthetics Theories and Philosophy, while far less in number, is considered most
scholarly solid and systematic despite its leaning towards a conceptual dependence upon Western theories.
Conrming the study’s hypothesis, the academic works on Architectural Aesthetics are rather difcult to nd and
barely recognizable as most are in the forms of architectural theory and criticism, with hardly a clear title

declaring its aesthetics contents.

A few factors which may have facilitated a fruitful production of academic works in certain areas include the
establishing of intellectual space in the forms of specic courses on aesthetics in undergraduate and graduate
curricula, the recognition of theoretical knowledge’s vital role in art education, and a fostering of constructive
criticism in both classrooms and professional practice. In terms of subject matters, themes that seem lacking
and hence worthy of future research are eastern aesthetics and aesthetics theories in architecture. Besides
research, academic works in architectural appreciation and criticism may also prove helpful in reintroducing

aesthetics into the architectural body of knowledge.

Keywords: Aesthetics, Status of Academic Literature, Architectural Aesthetics, Thailand, Critical Review
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