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From Edo to Tokyo:
The Multi-Layered Dwelling
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Abstract

Consisting of over a quarter of Japan’s population, Tokyo is renowned as the world’s most populous metropolis.
Living with such intensity accounts for complexity, diversity, and dynamism of this political, economic, and

socio-cultural center of Japan. Given that verticality plays a vital role in the compact living, this article employs
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the vertical space as a crucial means to clarify the evolution of Tokyo, both in its physical and anthropological
aspects. The multi-layered dwelling of Tokyo is studied at three levels: urban environment, house, and household
furniture; chronologically, the article starts from the pre-modern Edo, to the modern state of Meiji, and the

present-day Tokyo.

The transformations—“from the dual character of Edo’s high city-low city to the contrasting feature of multi-
layered city,” “from doma to genkan,” and “from tatami mat to legless chair”—aptly reflect the changes in not
only the vertical space, but also the entire existential space, from the settlement level, the private dwelling to
the proxemic ones, all of which are in dialogue with the ever-changing environmental, socio-cultural and

technological contexts of Tokyo.

Keyword: Edo, Tokyo, dwelling, vertical space, transformation
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