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Abstract

As a regulated profession, architectural profession is greatly involved with the people’s lives, buildings, and
assets. Hence, architects need to be concerned with the issues of technology and innovative knowledge
throughout their practicing life. Ignorance, or inability to keep up with new knowledge will tremendously affect
design quality. In response to this matter, in 2009, the Architect Council of Thailand launched its Continuing

Professional Development Program (CPD), in order to improve the architectural profession in Thailand.

The well-intentioned attempt was met with great dissatisfaction and confusion among Thai architects, eventually
led to the temporary abolition of the program in 201 1. However, as Thailand will join with other ASEAN countries
as a Free Trade Area (FTA) by 2015, under MRA (Mutual Recognition Arrangement) the Architect Council of
Thailand has to make another attempt to start its CPD program. The architectural profession has to fully

understand the importance of the program, especially with the forthcoming ASEAN market in the near future.

This article is based on a research aimed to collect and analyze information pertaining to the process of CPD
and ASEAN Architect regulations, in order to help clarify these matters for Thai architects. It is hoped that
research ndings will ultimately contribute to the creative and well-informed discussion about the possibility of

establishing a CPD program for Thai architect, in order for them to be prepared for the upcoming ASEAN FTA.

Keyword: ASEAN Architect (AA), architectural profession, Continuing Professional Development (CPD)
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