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Religious Complexes in Rattanakosin Island
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Abstract

The paper reports the finding of the research, Transformation of Physical Elements of Religious Complexes in
Rattanakosin Island between 1887-2007 which focuses on the physical components of 38 Buddhist temples,
1 Hindu shrine, 1 Catholic Church, and 1 mosque. The analysis was based on cartographic data from two
previous researches, 1887 Plan of Bangkok: Database Compilation and Organization for Architectural and Urban
Research, and Plans of Bangkok, 1907-1932: Database Compilation and Organization for Architectural and
Urban Research), together with Maps of Bangkok 2007 and the data from field surveys. The result is a series
of maps showing physical elements of the 41 religious compounds, in 1897, 1907, 1932, and 2007.

From the analysis on the layout structures of the 41 religious compounds that existed in all Bangkok maps
namely 1897, 1907, 1932, and 2007, the architectural elements being contructed between periods were
existed permanently, while the water elements, roads and open spaces were decreased due to reduction of
waterway communication and agricultural landuse in Bangkok’s urban area after the reign of King Rama V, plus
demand on building grounds for new buidings in the religious complexes. The transformation of their boundaries,
on the other hands, were inconsistently changed according to various reasons of each religious institutes.

Keywords: Bangkok, map, mapping, Buddhist temples, Hindu Temples, Church, Mosques
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