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Wat Rajabanlang :
Hybridisation of Architectural Styles
in the Eastern Seaboard of Thailand

Suphawat Hiranthanawiwat
Department of Architecture Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University
Ssuphawat.hi@gmail.com
ABSTRACT

This article is a response to a question : “what is the form of Thai architecture in the eastern seaboard of
Thailand, and does it have an obvious identity?” In response to this question, Buddhist temples in the eastern
provinces of Chonburi, Rayong, Chantaburi and Trat were surveyed, and the temple of Wat Rajabanlang in
Rayong was selected as a case study. The paper specically examines the ubosot, or the ordination hall, with
a unique hybridised architectural style. Through the research, it can be concluded that the use of Chinese forms

was not merely to decorate, but was strongly based on actual traditional Chinese beliefs. The use of
Chinese-style auspicious symbols on the window frames, for instance, indicates that either the community in
this area was once dominated by Chinese migrants, or it was meant to represent the good relationship between
King Taksin and the Chinese subjects. Nonetheless, it should also be noted that the architectural style of the
ubosot shows a strong relationship between Thailand and other countries. What is more important is the

creativity of art that allows various cultures to blend harmoniously, as seen at Wat Rajabanlang.

Keyword: Buddhist Monastery, Hybridisation of architectural styles, The Eastern seaboard (of Thailand),
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