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Learning Japanese High Speed Train Design,
Learning through Eiji Mitooka’s Holistic Design

Assistant Professor Kulthida Teachavorasinskun
Department of Industrial Design, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University
kulthida.t@chula.ac.th, tkulthida@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

To understand Japanese design philosophy that elevates the experience of pleasure from the physical to the
psychological aspect, Japan’s social, economic, and cultural contexts need to be properly examined. Economic
development, advanced technology, Japanese design identity, Japanese artisans, and the awareness of the
physio-psychological differences of users, altogether give shape to the context through which Japanese design
arise, in response to the utility and preference of Japanese consumers. The attractiveness of Eiji Mitooka’s
design lies in his masterful integration of the vernacular wisdom and craftsmanship with local material,
manufactured with a complete understanding of the contemporary way of life. By creating a new dimension of
engaging all stakeholders, i.e., user-manufacturer-entrepreneur, the concrete design for quality of life is achieved
with regard to local resource, technological progression, and business vision. Eiji Mitooka’s holistic design

approach presents the important role of the industrial designers within a society.

Keywords: design identity, artisan, socio-cultural context, design for quality of life, holistic design.
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