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ABSTRACT

243362 -

This research explores risk perception and prevention of ifternational
backpackers in Thailand. This study was conducted with the following aims; to
investigate the perceived image about risk and safety in Thailand through international
lens via website which are popular among backpackers, to survey the image about risk
and safety of Thailand from international backpackers who are still travelling in Thailand,
to explore the level of risk perception and risk prevention of international backpackers in
Thailand and examine the relationship between them, to investigate factors affecting risk
perception and risk prevention of these tourists and lastly to explore private and public
policy about the perception of risk prevention and protection in Thailand.

Both quantitative and qualitative data collecting methods were employed
with the use of self- administered surveys, netnography and in-depth interview. With the
investigation through the website, it is found that Thailand has a very positive image,
which is in accordance to the survey from the current international backpackers who are
still travelling in Thailand. Considering to the risk perception and risk prevention, the
result of the study indicates that the overall level of risk perception of international
backpackers about travelling in Thailand is low. Same as risk perception, it appears that
international backpackers have low level of risk prevention. Regarding to the relationship
of risk perception and prevention, it is found that they are correlated to each other.
If tourists have high level of perceived risks, they have high level of prevention and vice

versa.
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Within  the investigation of factors affecting risk perception™ and  risk
prevention, it appears that there is no factors affect the overall perception and
prevention. However, when dividing risk perception and prevention into sub category,
it appears that age, sex, marital status, occupation, type of travel companion, amount of
travel companion and travel experience affect the risk perception while occupation of
the tourists and type of companion affect risk prevention. Lastly, the public and private
tourism organisations declare that they always give the right information about how o

travel in Thailand safely in different kinds of situation.



