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Abstract

Problems of Goverment Documentary Rescarch

To some oxtent, research does not dircetly mean only oxperironts
in laboratorics or ficld survoys but alse other types of docunentary

investigation,

Docanpnbary rescarch usos sclontific methods of imvestigatlon with
special analybieal omphogis on any of deocurents in ordor to find now
truth and knowledge; broaden the old knowledge or sclve any problons
within the sphere of activities cmncefnﬂd. Ganarally, by doecunent as used
in this thosis is not only moant books orgny other nanemade printing materials
but also ruins,'ancicnt reriaing, relics or any natural happonings. Govermmental
decunients, howover, are the most pertinent source of information for docunentary
reseoren in the field of govermient activities, It is guite cloar that
govormcntal docunents are of various kinds and qualities, This kinﬂ-nf
regearch, a# far as 1ts activitics src concerned, has many prdblﬂms aﬂdlnbstaclas
which eould: not enable rescarchers to gein full advantages from any of their

dosired rescarch projects,

Thls thesis is an attenpt to study thoso problens and obstacles faced
by any docurentary rescarcher by analyzing the causes of such problems, IH

ls hopod that the finding nay opoen new avenues for solving problamns of the

same category.



From tho study, theo authﬁr found out thot govermental docunents,
published or unpublishoed, arc surprisingly ﬁf‘many kinds, Hypes end qualitios.
At first look, it moy seen that thoso docunents are oxtremoely wvaluable for
the study of public adninistration. Further, one mey ultimately find that
in ex=mining those sourcos therce are the following problomg and obstaclos:
(1) the preservation of govermmental documents is not an instrument for any
scientific inquiry as far as there is no effleicent notional archives,

(2) problens of naintaining govermiontal secrots, (3) problens of rclations
and comunication betwson roscarchers and povormiental document officers,
(4) the published govermental deocmments are based upon diffcroent sources
of data and that crcates problums of transcribing meterials to be used by
regearchers, (5) publishod govermental documonts are acﬂttared in various
places without any responsitility of any govermnent agency in collecting
and preserving them, and (8) the very low standafd and guality of govern—
nentol published documents which usually have nany mistake and have & vory

1imited aphore of circulation.

These aforementationed obstacles snd problens of govermental
docwmentary rescarch arce not impossible to remedy especially if the activity
gain nore co-operation from both rescarchers and govermment officials. To

this end the following is suggcsted o

le Govarmmental ogencles improve their systen of collecting and
praserving documents according to the neocds concerned, This will make it
nore convenient for rescarchers to do thelr scientific investigation of

documents, Thoso ageneies should start to evaluste the value of thelir docunonts



and decide te Xcep or destroy then, Further the national archives rust be set

up to keep valuable published national or docwmonts permancntly..

s The goverment should stort to speeify the level of gmvernnﬂntgl
docwients that should be sccret according to the content of the nmatordials in
order te be faeilitato rrescrving them and meking them useful to docuwmontary

resanrchors.

Ss Goverment doewsentary officers should be clearly informcd about
the cninent value of research and its purpose so that they would givo their

full comoperation to rosearchers,

4. Beforc researchers start transcribing data from various types
of officinl documents they have to check carefully thosc docunents to sec
if they are correet, valid, and relisble in order to prevent a nisleading

roswlts from their roscarch,

o The Notional Library should start to systematize the govermnental
document bibliography go that it would be a handbook for any further
documoentary investipgation., This bibliography can be done casily by requesting

C¢o=cperation from any governmentol agency docwment publishers,

6, More attention should be paid to publishing govermmentsl doecumonts.
The national organization concerning printing mnatters should be started by
getling all other printing rlaces of various goverrmont egencles to be undor

one authority s The Naticnal Printing Office the function of which should



also be nade clear,

Despite these probloms, it rmuuat boe rocognized that novernnent
docuents have hizh value to both administrotion end to the preservation
of rishts a% govermicnt and private activitics. Thoy arc also records of
. higteory which are vory uscful to rcsearch but it is moreo useful to think of
how researchers utilize those documents. Resoarchers have to recopnize
those aforencntloncd problens and obstacles of documentary roscarch,for
it 13 clear that this kind of rosearch atill portrays = long linc of acadenic

conplications which rescarchers have to face encrgetically as they do other

kinda of rczearch,

Finally, the a2uthor wishoes that this thisis is = preocedent for
regearchers and officers in finding a co-oporative direction to utilize

govormient documents for research projects in an optimel way.
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LANENT 9
Table VIII, 3
Percentage ohares of Groas Domestic Product by Industry
of Urigin in 1938 -~ 1939 and Selected Pogtwar Yeorsd
0
Industry of Origin 1933-39 1948 1952 1956 1958 1962 1963 .
1. Agriculture(includin
Forestry and Fishing 45.6 60 439 4024 38,6 352 33.6
2. 1liﬂing 3.2 1 1.9 117 l|2 lnEF 136
Je Hhanufacturing G G 11,1 12.1 1240 12,1 12.1
e Congtruction - 1 440 LA 5.0 5a5 5¢5
5. dlectriciiy oand water supply 0,1 0.2 0.3 D44 Q0.5
6. Tronsport,Communication,
and Utilities 3.5 1 FAN 5eds 5.8 8.3 8.7
7. Wholesale and Retzil
irade 26,9 16 19,3 19.4 18,7 18,0  17.9
8. Banking,Insurance ’ ’ . . . .
and Recl Rstate 0.6 L4 1.8 26 00
9. Ownership of dewellings 3.6 3.2 4l 5.3 5.3
10. Pyblic administration 12 .
and defence beb 5e5 5el Lo 5.5
11, Other Service 10,9 7.0 Ge5 6.7 B¢ 6.5
12, Gross Domegtic Product
at market Price 100,0 100,0 100,00 100,0 160,0 100,0 100.0

Source ! Data for 1938.1939 and 1948 from : J.8. Gould, "Thedland!s National
Income and ite Meaning," National Tconomic Couneil, (Bmgkok, 1953);
data far 1952, 1956, 1958 and 1962 from : Netional Income Office, Office
of the Habional Sconomic Development Board, Bangkok, Thalland.,

.

L

< Y
W 3 Thailand Officid Year Bogk 1964 (Banpglok : Government House Printing
Office, 1965}, p.3<8.
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Abstract

Problems of Goverment Documentary Rescarch

To some oxtent, research does not dircetly mean only oxperironts
in laboratorics or ficld survoys but alse other types of docunentary

investigation,

Docanpnbary rescarch usos sclontific methods of imvestigatlon with
special analybieal omphogis on any of deocurents in ordor to find now
truth and knowledge; broaden the old knowledge or sclve any problons
within the sphere of activities cmncefnﬂd. Ganarally, by doecunent as used
in this thosis is not only moant books orgny other nanemade printing materials
but also ruins,'ancicnt reriaing, relics or any natural happonings. Govermmental
decunients, howover, are the most pertinent source of information for docunentary
reseoren in the field of govermient activities, It is guite cloar that
govormcntal docunents are of various kinds and qualities, This kinﬂ-nf
regearch, a# far as 1ts activitics src concerned, has many prdblﬂms aﬂdlnbstaclas
which eould: not enable rescarchers to gein full advantages from any of their

dosired rescarch projects,

Thls thesis is an attenpt to study thoso problens and obstacles faced
by any docurentary rescarcher by analyzing the causes of such problems, IH

ls hopod that the finding nay opoen new avenues for solving problamns of the

same category.



B, |

From tho study, theo authﬁr found out thot govermental docunents,
published or unpublishoed, arc surprisingly ﬁf‘many kinds, Hypes end qualitios.
At first look, it moy seen that thoso docunents are oxtremoely wvaluable for
the study of public adninistration. Further, one mey ultimately find that
in ex=mining those sourcos therce are the following problomg and obstaclos:
(1) the preservation of govermmental documents is not an instrument for any
scientific inquiry as far as there is no effleicent notional archives,
(2) problens of naintaining govermiontal secrots, (3) problens of rclations
and comunication betwson roscarchers and povormiental document officers,
(4) the published govermental deocmments are based upon diffcroent sources
of data and that crcates problums of transcribing meterials to be used by
regearchers, (5) publishod govermental documonts are acﬂttared in various
places without any responsitility of any govermnent agency in collecting
and preserving them, and (8) the very low standafd and guality of govern—
nentol published documents which usually have nany mistake and have & vory

1imited aphore of circulation.

These aforementationed obstacles snd problens of govermental
docwmentary rescarch arce not impossible to remedy especially if the activity
gain nore co-operation from both rescarchers and govermment officials. To

this end the following is suggcsted o

le Govarmmental ogencles improve their systen of collecting and
praserving documents according to the neocds concerned, This will make it
nore convenient for rescarchers to do thelr scientific investigation of

documents, Thoso ageneies should start to evaluste the value of thelir docunonts



and decide te Xcep or destroy then, Further the national archives rust be set

up to keep valuable published national or docwmonts permancntly..

s The goverment should stort to speeify the level of gmvernnﬂntgl
docwients that should be sccret according to the content of the nmatordials in
order te be faeilitato rrescrving them and meking them useful to docuwmontary

resanrchors.

Ss Goverment doewsentary officers should be clearly informcd about
the cninent value of research and its purpose so that they would givo their

full co~operation to rosearchers.,

4. Beforc researchers start transcribing data from various types
of officinl documents they have to check carefully thosc docunents to sec
if they are correet, valid, and relisble in order to prevent a nisleading

roswlts from their roscarch,

o The Notional Library should start to systematize the govermnental
document bibliography go that it would be a handbook for any further
documoentary investipgation., This bibliography can be done casily by requesting

C¢o=cperation from any governmentol agency docwment publishers,

6, More attention should be paid to publishing govermmentsl doecumonts.
The national organization concerning printing mnatters should be started by
getling all other printing rlaces of various goverrmont egencles to be undor

one authority s The Naticnal Printing Office the function of which should



o8&, |

also be nade clear,

Despite these probloms, it rmuuat boe rocognized that novernnent
docuents have hizh value to both administrotion end to the preservation
of rishts a% govermicnt and private activitics. Thoy arc also records of
. higteory which are vory uscful to rcsearch but it is moreo useful to think of
how researchers utilize those documents. Resoarchers have to recopnize
those aforencntloncd problens and obstacles of documentary roscarch,for
it 13 clear that this kind of rosearch atill portrays = long linc of acadenic

conplications which rescarchers have to face encrgetically as they do other

kinda of rczearch,

Finally, the a2uthor wishoes that this thisis is = preocedent for
regearchers and officers in finding a co-oporative direction to utilize

govormient documents for research projects in an optimel way.
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