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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Implementing the Just Deserts Concept With Juvenile

Delinquents as Offenders of Sexual Assault on Rape

Author Aroonrat Thumrongsrisuk
Degree Master of Laws
Year 2019

Juvenile crimes in Thailand are increasing. It was found that those crimes were
serious and indifferent from the crimes committed by adults, especially for the Type 9
of sexual crimes of rapes. This article studied the concept of Just Deserts and the
considerations of the crimes of rapes committed by young people. The concepts,
theories and laws relevant to young people’s violations of international and Thai laws
were applied by the author. The countries applying the theory of Just Deserts to the
young people committing the crimes were studied by the author. The advantages and
disadvantages of the applications of the mentioned theory were analyzed for
considering the punishments for the young people. The guidelines for amending the
criminal code regarding the Type 9, the crimes of rapes, according to the current Thai
contexts were provided.

It was found that the punishments for the young people in Thailand were
based on the punishments for restoration. This concept has been used for a long time
as can be seen from the Sections 73-75 of the criminal code. Regardless of the types

or seriousness of crimes, the sentences for the young people committing crimes would



always be reduced. According to the mentioned concept, the crimes committed by the
young people were not reduced. On the other hands, the crimes were increasing,
especially for the crimes of rapes. This was because the social conditions are changing.
Hence, the behaviors of the young people were changed. The crimes committed by
the young people in other countries were also increasing. Therefore, the concept of
punishing the young people committing the crimes for restoration was changed into
the concept of Just Deserts for the young people committing serious crimes such as
murder and rape. The concept of Just Deserts is a concept of proportional
punishments. The punishments must be proportional for the seriousness (the levels of
damages) and guilt of the criminals in order to combine both factors for considering the
punishments of the young criminals by concerning their ages and crimes. This was
originated from the changes of the juvenile courts in 1967. The concept is applied in
many countries such as England, United States, French Republic and Japan. It was also
found that crimes committed by the young people in the countries applying the
concept of Just Deserts were reduced. Thus, Thailand should apply the concept to the
serious crimes of rapes committed by the young people according to the current social
conditions.

Therefore, it is suggested by the author to amend the criminal code
recarding the Type 9, the sexual crimes of rapes, by cancelling the Sections 73-75

regarding the reducing the sentences for the young criminals and applying the concept



of Just Desserts to considering the crimes of the rapes committed the young people.
The concepts must not be applied to all types of sexual crimes and all young
criminals, but it will be applied to the serious crimes of rapes because Thailand should
changed the punishments for the young criminals according to the current social

conditions in order reduce the crimes committed by the young people.
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