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Abstract

This quantitative political research on strategic lawsuits against public participation
examines data from political evidence bases, documents, research, and news to
analyze strategic litigation to suppress political participation and interaction from
2014 to 2023. The research found that strategic lawsuits against public participation
interacted with the political context from 2014 to 2023 of which development
linked to the maintaining of power by authoritarian governments and affected the
development of democracy in the Thai political context across three significant
periods. The first period involved the seizure of power by the coup d'etat council
and the announcement of the National Council for Peace and Order (2014-2018).
The second period related to the machinery of using estoppel after the
establishment of Prayut Chan-o-cha’s government under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560 (2017) (2019-2021). The third period was the
transition to an elected civilian government toward mutual agreement on
problems and solving the protection against estoppel cases (2022-2023). These
three periods reflected strategic litigation as a political tool by prosecuting to fight,
compromise, and negotiate to suppress political movements, freedom of
expression, criticism, and mass gatherings, and by creating legal burdens and fear.
The other side asserted that filing a lawsuit is a legitimate exercise of legal rights
because an offense occurred. However, there were also counter-prosecutions. The
benefits of this research include generating knowledge about the use of law and
the justice system in the political dimension and a backward understanding of the
origin and significance of amnesty proposals by civil society and political parties.

Keywords Politics, Authoritarian Regime, Strategic Lawsuit Against Public
Participation (SLAPPs), Freedom of Expression

’ This article is part of the “The Political Study of Strategic Lawsuits Against Public
Participation from 2014 to 2023” research.
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