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Abstract

This research aims to study roles and meanings of the beliefs
in Phra Ruang’s Curse in Pak Naum community and to analyze the
reasons and dynamics of beliefs about Phra Ruang’s curses as
depicted in Pak Naum community with the implication of their
impacts on the political view of the people. This is a qualitative
research, employing methodologies that include surveys, participative
observation, interviews, community’s hearings as well as the analysis
of local history records from Sukhothai and others provinces. The
study finds that the beliefs about Phra ruang’s curse have
considerable roles and meanings to people in the Pak Naum
community, both at the community and individual levels. The story
of a legendary “Phra ruang” has passed down from generation to
generation since a long period of time. The belief is a systematic
cultural practice that defines relationships and way of life in the
community. It is also a referent point for social rules and community
conflict resolutions. The public perception that the people were
cursed by Phra ruang “not a success in unity” provides a referent for
intervention by rules and superior authorities in managing community
relationships and resolving community conflicts. Such belief system
thus affects the political perspective, leading to the practice of an
unconditional respect for leaders. Despite the change in the outside
world with the rapid advance of technology of communication, the
beliefs about Phra Ruang’s curse will remain strong as it has adapted

well to suit the benefits of community.

Keywords: Belief System; Phra Ruang’s Curse; Local History
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