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Abstract

This article had objectives to study the factors that
constituted the political charisma of General Prem Tinsulanonda and
its foundation by qualitative research methodology; mainly by
documentary analysis and interview. The researcher also synthesised
interviews, who nearly and used to participle works with him
considerable 100 interviewees and arranged contents analysis of
relevant documents and data triangulation for the description of the
results. The research founded that factors that facilitated the political
charisma of General Prem Tinsulanonda comprised of 5 main
constituents; l.outstanding consistent personality, 2.honesty and
integrity, 3.loyalty to the monarchy, 4.knowledge and expertise in
military affairs, and 5.lengthy incumbency of important positions in
politics and military. The five constituents complemented each other
seamlessly and strengthened the political charisma of General Prem
Tinsulanonda. The foundation of political charisma of General Prem
Tinsulanonda was composed of six fundamental elements:
Duprightly, 2) solid standpoint towards political ideology of “Nation,
Religion, King”,3) constantly developing social status by ceaseless
self-improvement by gathering knowledge, serving the public, and
keeping himself in good health, 4) impeccable administrative skills by
maximising the potentials of individuals in their assignments, 5) strong
supporting networks from military, the police, politicians, and private
sectors, and 6) coherence to Thai main-stream political culture. As
Thai society is a patronising society where individuals of lesser
standpoint in politics must depend on supports from those who are
higher in social status and influence to advance in their path, General

Prem Tinsulanonda acquired his attributes from said fundamentals of
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political culture and hisroles and duties from the past to the present.
He is also tightly close to the monarch, which Thai political culture
regards as the highest institution that every parts of the society most
respects, both in legal sense as evident in the Constitution and
factual sense as the institution has been well-connected to Thai

society throughout its history.

Keywords: Political Charisma; General Prem Tinsulanonda; Political
Culture
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