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Potassium extracted from ash of para rubber wood: Soil amendment and
source of potassium to plant
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ABSTRACT: Most soils in Thailand are acidic and have low potassium (K) content, which restricts plant growth.
Therefore, it is necessary to improve the soil and apply K fertilizer. Currently, potassium is extracted from rubber
wood ash (PEA) to create soil amendment and source of K to plant. This research aims to study the effects of K
extracted from rubber wood ash on plant growth and nutrients concentration in plant. Maize was grown in pots
with three different treatment conditions: no K application, PEA application at the rates of 100-400 mg K,O/kg, and
KCl application at 100 mg K,O/kg. The results showed that the growth of maize with both PEA and KCl at the rate
of 100 mg K,O/kg did not show significant differences. The application of PEA not only promoted plant growth, but
also increased the nutrients concentration, especially K in the plant tissues. Furthermore, the application of PEA
also increased soil pH value. Therefore, PEA is an alternative source of K for plants and enhance soil pH. In soils
with low K content where maize is grown, applying PEA at the rate of 100 mg K,O/kg is recommended.
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Table 1 The properties of Kho Hong (Kh) soil series

Parameter Analysis value

pH (1:5, soil:water w/v) 5.12
EC (dS/m) 0.01
OM (g/ke) 8.41
Total N (g/kg) 0.23
Extractable P (mg/kg) 3.53
Extractable K (mg/kg) 10.76
Extractable Ca (mg/kg) 11.87
Extractable Mg (mg/kg) 6.87
CEC (cmol/ke) 1.54
Sand (%) 79

Silt (%) 10

Clay (%) 11

Soil texture Sandy loam
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Table 2 The properties of K extracted from ash of rubber wood (PEA)

Parameter Analysis value
pH (1:2, PEA: water) 7.24
EC (1:2, dS/m) 22.28
Total N (g/kg) 0.04
Total P (%) 0.65
Total K (%) 9.78
Total Ca (g/kg) 167.86
Total Mg (g/ke) 18.67
Total Hg (mg/ke) ND
Total As (mg/kg) ND
Total Cd (mg/ke) ND
Total Co (mg/kg) ND
Total Cr (mg/kg) ND

Remark: ND = Not detectable. Limit of detection Hg = 0.001 mg/L; As = 0.100 mg/L; Cd = 0.05 mg/L; Co = 0.05
me/L; Cr = 0.05 meg/L

Table 3 Element compound oxide in K extracted from ash of rubber wood (PEA)

Compound formula (%)

Material
SiO, ALO, Fe,O, CaO MgO K,O etc.

PEA 3.88 0.96 0.66 22.02 2.46 14.11 55.91
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Figure 1 Growth of maize on height (a), stem diameter (b), and leave number (c)

Remark: The vertical bars indicated the standard deviation

avesnsFnunadeuiiasaldandildorsnsetwindaang
Fnlnadlolasulnumadeilugioniinunadounaslsaviolnumadoudiadaldandiliorms wuin deuals
hvinasuazimdnuisgeaniinssiBnuauilildmmadouduba (Table 4 wag 5) mildlnunadoudiadaldandld
g1998nsuanasiudma i e duualfuhminaauazdhvinuiauanisiu msldinumadeadiadaldandnls
ganswdaaiulvidlnaasyAulaldd Sudnanuasiminufgeniinssitmuauilildnmadon Tnsewzile
Tilnwunaeuiiadalandldoronsiludnm 100 un. KO/nn. undlewfiudnsndu 300 way 400 un. K,0/nn. WUl duwa

Taudninedinwilduihwinaauazivdnuisasagufeiiunsiasyasyaule

nssudslalnunadounaslsauaginunaidoudiadalaaind lfensnnslugng 100 un. KO/Mn. Wu31 denald
hwindanaukeimuavesininadiviudosar 30 Wewisuiisutunislalld (Table 5) uenaintu nsldTaniis 2 18y
wvaslilnunaidoy wuin Ussdnsamnisudedioideassedalndifosty Yude edilnaldsudadesy o
Fmnvan msldlnuaden 1 un. dwalidninadinatnmidmidnutaiiudu 0.23 uay 027 n. dieldnunadeunaslsd

wazlnwaweufatalaandldonsnsuduivasinuwnadoy auaisu



KHON KAEN AGRICULTURE JOURNAL 53 (3): 491-503 (2025)./d0i:10.14456/kaj.2025.xx. 497

Table 4 Fresh weight of maize

Fresh weight

Treatment Total weight (g)
Stem (g) Leave (g) Root (g)

Control 230.91 122.28 134.73 48792 b

KClloo 267.71 136.10 158.11 561.92 a

OKMloo 250.06 133.87 141.57 52551 a

OKMzoo 274.09 142.55 126.73 543.38 a

OKMaoo 260.14 127.00 152.05 539.19 ab

OKMaoo 238.40 126.97 144.96 510.34 ab

F-test NS NS NS *

C.V. (%) 13.70 10.21 19.61 13.01

Remark: Within the same column followed by different letters showed significantly different treatments by the

DMRT test; NS = not significant at P > 0.05; * = significant at P < 0.05

Table 5 Dry weight of maize

Dry weight Total Dry biomass  Agronomic efficiency
Treatment
Stem (g) Leave (g) Root (g) weight (g)  increasing (%) (g/mg)
Control 29.44 b 28.92 b 14.96 7332b - -
ke 40.73 a 30.61 a 21.32 92.66 a 26.38 0.23
OKM 46.45 a 32.28 a 17.25 95.99 a 30.92 0.27
OKM_, 3732 ab 31.45a 15.62 84.40 a 15.11 0.07
OKM_, 33.89 b 28.55 b 16.09 78.40 b 6.93 0.02
OKM . 31.82 b 29.97 b 18.75 80.55 ab 9.86 0.02
F-test * * NS % ) .
C.V. (%) 13.03 5.00 18.64 9.79 - -

Remark: Within the same column followed by different letters showed significantly different treatments by the

DMRT test NS = not significant at P > 0.05; * = significant at P < 0.05
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Table 6 Nitrogen and phosphorus concentration in maize

Total N (g/kg) Total P (g/kg)

Treatment

Stem Leave Root Stem Leave Root
Control 9.79 a 9.40 b 739 Db 0.76 b 0.95Db 0.67
KClloO 10.35 b 12.01 a 10.90 a 091 a 1.15 ab 0.76
OKM . 10.60 b 13.00 a 1031 a 110 a 133 a 0.84
OKM_ 1021 a 1237 a 11.90 a 0.99 a 1.07 ab 0.88
OKM, 9.41 b 11.49 ab 10.57 a 0.84 ab 131a 0.77
OK!\/\400 9.26 b 11.91 ab 10.96 a 0.77 ab 1.08 b 0.66
F-test * * * * * NS
C.V. (%) 19.96 7.74 9.86 26.47 19.83 14.86

Remark: Within the same column followed by different letters showed significantly different treatments by the

DMRT test; NS = not significant at P > 0.05; * = significant at P < 0.05

Table 7 Potassium and calcium concentration in maize

Total K (g/kg) Total Ca (g/kg)

Treatment

Stem Leave Root Stem Leave Root
Control 8.59b 8.49b 792 c 1.84 ab 2.70 ab 2.58
KClygo 10.63 a 11.99 a 9.93 a 2.10 ab 2.35 ab 251
OKM ;o0 11.12 a 12.63 a 9.38 a 2.89 a 343 a 1.66
OKM,q 13.47 a 11.27 a 9.47 a 2.10 ab 1.35 ab 2.13
OKMsq 9.41b 11.01 a 8.61b 097b 099 b 2.87
OKMgq 9.40 b 11.96 a 8.84 b 093 b 1.63 ab 1.72
F-test * * o * * NS
CV. (%) 15.45 18.95 16.00 17.84 17.71 13.53

Remark: Within the same column followed by different letters showed significantly different treatments by the

DMRT test; NS = not significant at P > 0.05; * = significant at P < 0.05
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Table 8 Magnesium concentration in maize

Total Mg (g/kg)

Treatment
Stem Leave Root

Control 0.76 0.75 ¢ 0.52 c
KCl

C 00 0.72 1.29 a 0.68 a
OKMmO 1.37 1.25a 0.75a
OKN\ZOO 1.03 1.15a 073 a
OKM_, 0.92 0.89 b 0.63 b

KM
o w00 0.98 0.81 b 0.62 b
F-test NS * *
C.V. (%) 82.52 26.99 36.63

Remark: Within the same column followed by different letters showed significantly different treatments by the

DMRT test NS = not significant at P > 0.05; * = significant at P < 0.05
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dusgwinmislatelnuwadounaslsiuasinuwadouiataldnndldormislugngm 100 un. K0/nn. Ay wui ns
TalwunaiBeuiataldnndliomindmalituifondutu lurasiinslddslnmadounaelsddmaliauifievanas

Wellguiunssuisniuau (Table 9)

Table 9 Soil pH itz EC after maize harvest

Treatment pH (1:5 soil:water) EC (dS/m)
Control 6.07 c 0.02
KClyoo 581 c 0.02
OKM 00 631b 0.02
OKM 00 6.66 b 0.03
OKMsg0 7.27 a 0.04
OKMgop 753 a 0.04
F-test * NS
C.V. (%) 543 6.22

Remark: Within the same column followed by different letters showed significantly different treatments by the

DMRT test; NS = not significant at P > 0.05; * = significant at P < 0.05
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