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ABSTRACT

The present study examines the microethics (Komesaroff, 2008) of fansub communities in
Mainland China, with a focus on Chinese fansubbers’ everyday ethical practices. Despite the
strong moral dynamics centred around fansubbing, scarce studies have been dedicated to
exploring its ethics. Moreover, although previous research touched on various ethical
dimensions of Mainland China’s fansubbing networks, these still lack empirically-based, in-
depth research illuminating Chinese fansubbers’ everyday ethical problem-solving. In an
attempt to fill these lacunae, this study employs case studies of Chinese fansub groups to
explore the everyday ethical situations Chinese fansubbers encounter, their reflective resolution
of the situations and their utilisation of contextual ethical resources during the process. Taking
Chinese fansubbers’ situated analytical ethical decision-making (EDM) as the entry point into
their microethical practices, | combine an online questionnaire and a semi-structured interview
to elicit research data, which respectively surveys the fansubbers’ general experiences of
analytical EDM and solicits vignettes of their historical analytical EDM. Interview data were
analysed using the thematic analysis method (Braun & Clarke, 2006) in light of a novel
theoretical framework integrating analytical EDM models theorised by John Dewey (1922,
1946) and Margaret Urban Walker (2007). Research findings indicate that fansubbing in
Mainland China is an ethics-laden activity connecting diverse, morally demanding

relationships. During their analytical EDM for tackling fansubbing-related “ethically important
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moments” (Guillemin & Gillam, 2004), Chinese fansubbers are influenced by a range of micro-
, meso- and macro- moral considerations, indicating the situatedness of their EDM. When
establishing contextual moral ends, they are largely guided by the communitarian ethos. While
selecting moral actions, they seem to be guided by relationship-particular principles, although
they occasionally act against the principles. In addition, they utilise various contextual ethical
resources to facilitate their analytical EDM. Overall, the fansubbers demonstrate context-
sensitivity, reflective agency, moral creativity and pragmatic spirit in fansubbing-related
microethical problem-solving. Moreover, their situated moral cognition has embedded,

extended, distributed and affective dimensions.
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B KR R A S B AT AL T e E SR A A R

FHE: AW5T DArh ERRE M 22 B B AL X OB B (Komesaroff, 2008) A%t 4, %
P EAEPN T REREE N HEAAES . RER LT RIS SE S F 5 MR,
EEoxt HABFRYEFE 1 R G MERE R AN R = o Bl SOk B O Kb KR A R 1 %
TCACERYESE, (HIZAIHZ BT SUE ik IRANTRT Hh BN 22 %5 18 3 0 e o H 4 8
FACE B . NN —E, AR AR E R ARSI, B BRI
TR B H AR ERAE 8 . 0 85 1 S PR RO S A T R s A B SR A AR B R IR, FR s
TS HE S BRRFAE o B 9T DAoKy 22 3 B IR 0 AT AR BE U 38 (analytical ethical decision-
making, EDM) NUIA R, 456 MG S a M ViR ICERUE . Bl B 7 s
FERD 2273541 XN BEAT 0 T PEAG B DR SR ) SRR 2 0y, 5 28 D T Wi B L A e w4 28
PRRIAUE B Uik B R T34 Dewey (1922, 1946) 5 Walker (2007) &3 k5
PRI B B VR HESE , SR 850 H17% (Braun & Clarke, 2006) 34T R M4 f5 4. 1
FERIN, KTt PRI 22 7 R R PR 3 2 B ITEHEOC R A0 AL, B B B AR 2R 1
FE ML TR 7 ZEHIE A S A R BN %17 (Guillemin & Gillam, 2004) I, ¥ 22 732 3 115y
PR BE R Z BN ZE M S O = 15 2% & (moral considerations) (520, S
W E WG EREE . £ CIEEANESEE R, HFEEZHHE L

(communitarianism) #4551 ; FEE$E BARTELEAT SIS, Hoa ik s — RAHAT K
REFRMERCE N CRABE TR o tbah, A A 2 FEA 1 B AR R BT R HE
BT EAC RS ERE . ST, B R RiH 22 35 PR AE OULAS 2R Sz e v R B
HR I SRR . OB RES M SEEEANE )55 3 SOR M, HAE SR A
AINES GEEME. A0 305 1 B RRAE
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