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Abstract

This study paper portrays the overview of Thailand — North Korea relations
since 1975. The author argues that the opening of diplomatic relations was
a result of Pyongyang’s strategy to expand its diplomatic space into the
Third World in competition with Seoul. This occurred concurrently with
Thailand’s aim to normalize its relations with socialist countries amid political
changes in Indochina. During the past 50 years, however, given Pyongyang’s
negative behavior on the world stage and minimal transactions in bilateral
economic relations, Thailand has kept North Korea at a distance. The
exceptional period was from 2000 to 2005 when Thailand pursued proactive
policies by bringing North Korea into the ASEAN Regional Forum, expanding
economic relations, and acting, though unsuccessfully, as a mediator in the

Six-Party Talks to resolve the nuclear crisis.

Keywords: Thailand, North Korea, Diplomatic Relations
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