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Abstract

Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimon Mangkhalaram, commonly known today as Wat Pho, is an ancient temple dating
back to the Ayutthaya period. King Rama | undertook significant renovations after establishing the new capital of
Rattanakosin. Later, during the reign of King Rama Ill, another major restoration took place, involving the demolition
of older structures and the construction of new ones. An analysis of historical records and architectural features
reveals several examples of King Rama I's artistic contributions. Notably, the other ubosot (ordination hall), as
depicted in a sketch by John Crawfurd, showcases traditional Thai architectural elements. Moreover, the four
directional halls and the circumambulatory gallery exhibit traditional Thai characteristics such as redented pillars
with lotus-shaped column capitals, eave bracket supporting the roof, pediments with gold-plated wood carvings,
and doors and windows frame decorations. In contrast, halls built during the reign of King Rama lll, such as the
current ubosot and the hall housing the Reclining Buddha, demonstrate a blend of traditional Thai styles and the
personal preferences of King Rama Ill. As for stupas, the Sri Sanpet Chadayan stupa, a prominent example from
the reign of King Rama |, is considered a prototype for the elaborately decorated stupas of the subsequent reign

and is regarded as a masterpiece of Rattanakosin art.

Keywords: 1. Wat Phra Chetuphon 2. Artistic works 3. Reign of King Rama |
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