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Abstract

This research article investigates the interconnection between language and ideology within the context of
“pilgrimage” tourism in Thai society, employing a methodological framework grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis.
Data were sourced from interviews conducted with monks and those responsible for crafting sacred deities’ sculptures
across 10 Theravada Buddhist temples in the area adjacent to Bangkok. The study’s findings reveal that the
discursive strategies used to articulate the ideology of “pilgrimage” can be categorized into three distinct groups:
1) linguistic strategies involving the use of specific terminology and analogies, 2) linguistic strategies related to
articulating rationales, and 3) intertextuality linguistic strategies. Regarding discourse practices, the research identified
the script creation process as a mechanism facilitated by monks, who act as custodians and transmitters of Buddhist
teachings. The dissemination of these scripts is further augmented by “new media,” enabling Buddhists to access
these texts readily. In examining the socio-cultural practices, the study delineates four primary societal and cultural
notions influencing the “pilgrimage” tourism ideology: 1) the concept of suffering, 2) the concept of merit, 3) the
concept of karma, and 4) the concept of “Devatanusati.” These concepts are intricately linked, collectively shaping
the ideological framework of “pilgrimage” within Thai society, intertwining notions of suffering, merit, and karma.
This research integrates the study of folklore studies with field anthropology and language use in communication
to reflect that beliefs concerning sacred deities do not arise spontaneously in society but are constructed through
Thai cultural belief systems. These beliefs are likely established and ingrained through both intentional and

unintentional social processes, eventually becoming symbolic identities of local Thai communities.
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