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Abstract

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, elementary school students encounter a decline in social skills upon
returning to normal school setting. Social skills are crucial for societal coexistence and reflect humanity, as humans
learn through their interactions with others and express behaviors, facial expressions, gestures, and communication
rooted in their thoughts and attitudes. The social skills encompass: 1) the ability to communicate one’s feelings
and thoughts; 2) the ability to manage emotions appropriately; 3) the ability to perceive and interpret events in
one’s surroundings; and 4) the ability to address social problems effectively. The elements mentioned above
underscore the challenges faced by students lacking prolonged social interactions. Thus, social skills are abilities
that must be trained and developed appropriately for each stage of a student’s life. Each developmental stage is
associated with personal and social growth influenced by social interactions. Social skills should not be overlooked.
Those involved, including parents, teachers, schools, and the government, should study guidelines for fostering
social skills in elementary school students. This involves recognizing the importance of these skills and providing
necessary support for their development. In managing learning and educational experiences, the goal is to foster

holistic learning for students, encompassing emotional, social, intellectual, and physical dimensions.
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