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Development of extended routes from community-managed tourism business
in Chiangsaen District to neighbouring countries
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Abstract

This research has three objectives (1) to survey the opinions of tourists on the
improvement of tourist routes in Chiangsaen, (2) to develop tourist routes under the jurisdiction
of Tambon Bansaew that are connect to main tourist attractions in Chiangsaen, Chiangkhong and
R3E, and (3) to develop tourist routes connecting to the Suvannakhomkham ancient city in the
Lao PDR. Participatory action techniques are used to evaluate the routes by three groups of
samples, including tourists, community leaders and members, tourism representatives and the
press. Regarding the tourist routing, tourists express interest in exploring new routes between
Chiangsaen and Chiangkhong to visit temples and ancient ruins, and to cruise in the Mekong
River to visit the Suvannakhomkham ancient city and to shop for local products. Based on the
routes proposed by the communities, the interest of tourists, and the preparedness of related
Laotian communities, three tourist routes are charted. They are, firstly, the Contented with Nine
Temple Visits to link with major tourist attractions in Chiangsaen and Chiangkhong, secondly the
Drifting with the Stream to link with the Suvannakhomkham ancient city in Lao PDR, and,
thirdly, the Sufficiently Happy to introduce tourism within the Tambon. An evaluation of the

routes are considered as appropriate for further development.



