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The research was conducted with 4 main purposes; firstly to study the internal and external

factors including the level of success in sufficiency economic-activities of agriculturists in Chiang
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Rai; secondly, to study the relationship between the internal and external factors, and the level of
success in sufficiency economic-activities of agriculturists in Chiang Rai; thirdly, to construct a model
in predicting the success of the sufficiency economic-activities of agriculturists in Chiang Rai; and
finally to explore the measures that shall be used in the improvement of the sufficiency economic-
activities of agriculturists in Chiang Rai. Descriptive analysis, Pearson product moment correlation
coefficient, Chi-square and Multiple regression analysis were conducted to analyze the quantitative
data. Whereas, content analysis and cluster data were used for the qualitative data analyzing. Results
were then reported as follows:

With regards to purpose one, most of the respondents were males aged between 41-50 years
old. Most of respondents were family heads, had higher primary school education, and had never
attain any social positions. Most of respondents belonged, as a member, to at least one community.
Most of respondents had 4 family members. Most respondents’ income from agriculture ranged from
4,501 - 6,000 baht per month while other monthly income (not from agriculture) ranged from 1,501 - 3,000
baht. Most respondents” monthly savings were not more than 1,500 baht. Most of respondents have been
agriculturists from 1-10 years and owned their own plots of land with the extent ranging from 1-10
Rai also most of respondents have not rented any plot of land for agriculture. Most respondents have
never done their daily accounts. Also most of respondents neither used any agricultural principles
such as the New Agricultural Theory nor the Mixed Method. As a whole, the respondents have an
average knowledge and understanding in the new agricultural theory and the sufficiency cconomy
philosophy at the high level and the opinion towards the sufficiency economy philosophy was also as a
high level.

The study ot the external factor revealed that respondents confronted almost problems at a
high level except the fertilizer problem was rated at the highest level. Most of the respondents have
never attended workshops on the New Agricultural Theory or the Mixed Method nor went on any
study trips to learn from any successful agriculturists. Moreover, most of respondents never had any
agricultural assistance nor assistance in terms of advice.

Overall, respondents have an average level of success in carrying out Sufficiency economic-
activities at 341.51 scores (from 500) while standard deviation was at 90.36 and the success level was

at C+.
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The results of the study in accordance to purpose two revealed that 12 internal factors were
related to the level of success in carrying out the Sufficiency Economic. The factors consisted of 5
positively related factors and 5 negatively related factors. Moreover, 6 external factors were found to
have been related to the level of success in carrying out the sufficiency economic-activities. The
factors consist of 3 positively related factors and 3 negatively related factors.

In accordance to purpose three, it was found that 10 tactors played an integrated role in
predicting the success of sustainable economic activities of agriculturalists in Chiang Rai. The
importance of each factors were similar in terms of the standard scores with multiple regression value
at .536. Moreover, it could predict the level of success of Sufficiency Economic activities at 28.8
percent. The predicting factors which were positively related were 1) implementation duration of the
New Agricultural Theory or Mixed Method, 2) numbers of groups in membership communities 3)
agricultural assistance calculated in monetary value 4) frequencies of suggestions 5) the personal
ownership land used in agriculture. On the contrary, the predicting factors which were reported to
have a negative rclations were 1) the increase in fertilizer price 2) number of visits to learn from
successful agriculturalists 3) duration of work in agriculturist job 4) other monthly income (not from
agriculture), and 5) number of family members.

With regards to purpose four, it was found, from interviews and focused group, that the
measures that could be used as the guidelines in creating the success of the Sufficiency Economic
activities of agriculturist in Chiang Rai were 1) to change the attitudes of the people and instill in them
positive attitudes in towards agriculture in accordance to the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, 2) the
community heads assist in promoting the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy based activitics. 3)
agriculturists should follow the 10 guidelines for the success of the sufficiency Economy Philosophy
based activities 4) external or government organizations support group formation  5) external or
government organizations organize workshops for agriculturists 6) external or government
organizations organize learning trips to learn from successful agriculturists 7) external or government
organizations support other assistance, and 8) initiate model agriculturist to be the learning resource

centre in the future.
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