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ABSTRACT
The Hangzhou Asian Games:

Soft Power, Sport Diplomacy, and International Communication

The objective of this study is to investigate 1) China’s use of soft power
through the international Hangzhou Asian Games. 2) International sports
diplomacy strategy used by China during the Hangzhou Asian Games.
3) Communication format and content in building the nation image and
national branding of China’s Hangzhou city at the international level. 4)
Compare China’s use of soft power, sports diplomacy, and international
communication through Hangzhou Asian Games. The study used qualita-
tive research methods by summarizing issues from research, academic
articles and related documents in both Thai and English.

The research found that 1) The People’s Republic of China (PRC)
uses soft power through sports development and organizing sports mega-
events to build a new nation, communicate a national image of the country
to the world, reflect the representation of the nation through athletes. PRC
realizes that sports development will help create economic value and is
a demonstration of political power and global stance. 2) PRC uses pub-
lic diplomacy to increase its investment budget and aim to become the
world’s leading sports country by 2050. 3) PRC has also used international
communication strategies through the organization of Chinese sports
mega-events until the Hangzhou Asian Games. The Chinese government
has used an integrated strategy to develop China’s sports ecosystem to
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gain acceptance from Western countries on the world. 4) The Hangzhou
Asian Games are organized under the concept of creating a digital and
innovative city image for Hangzhou.

Keywords: Soft Power, Sport Diplomacy, International Communica-

tion, Asian Games, Hangzhou.
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| Soft Power Diagram |
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fiun Thanayod Lopattananont. (2021). The Role of the Confucius Insti-

tutes in Contemporary Thai Society.
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Tanfe wnnsalnsyataes e 10 wwieu U 1971 fpuaduluadioves
winiguunslandulmmoygnliinAnUsowesansgowsnudnluwiaduy
futihivleemesdulidunsusniudaudnsssassnsaussneuiu
1949 Tugsnaniiy ansgeisniegsevhaumeniusiinsuunilansewing
Pavasasandu wazdslaavanuduiusiuiulilddeuanamledendidu
Ussinmvsiunagdauddluasa vaeiitinaduasanisssrsuiu
Filiauszmaaiadusiulsemaduinniin :innsiiduiuanuduiug
fUYIARS 9 Wiee 50 Useina (Ye Wen, 2023) wnnisain1snatelas uans
Tidud Sguradusensunasliyeinidundesiieainsanuduiussening
Uszine vauzifieaiu Ussmedu 1 AGuuesduluplminnifuifeiiansisussy
Uszruiulinfuiiesuasduosnainsaudiiusseninassmanusos
anigalsn é’aﬁmmaaaﬁmmmmiaimiﬁgmﬂqwﬂﬁdw Duanuduiug
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wuuNsyeansnsaelileneieg uumnuduiusn M sdlosse ninUsewme
AeTRe) wetdun1sut iU ATuSUNLIRA N UUANUFURUS ST INU ST A

wananil nmsyeanssuedilianuddyfunindnunivessyme
(National Image) ﬂ’]iLL“ﬂﬂ‘ﬁuﬁWﬁ%ﬁUIaﬂﬂfwﬂumﬂ“fj’miﬂgmﬁWﬂUH’liﬁ%’N
AuduussEINUTEIWANTIZLUsTImAR1e  asiludagriordaudlu
AudiuSTErsUssnAna R Sgeman$fnu wilssmaiaianefdstinfn
drusidluntsudeduieatuld uonani Hardman (2021) §sefuiedn N1y
ﬁwwﬁmﬂué’mﬁwmﬂmmmmﬂqmemmmﬁ’@LLé’qﬁzwj’NUszmﬁmwﬂa
vilidiugaduiidnaeenluanannguninianisilesssnineseime uagviili
WindeausuileiuresUssmeia o tallued1ad agnslsia Morros (2008)
loasu1edn Sguradudildinandnsiu 20 Vuannd 1971 ninazeuynldl
nsdfinnAwiaswdaduluumnssunsuiadufwszaulanegradunienis
gAvmTTy 1990 suddlinrusmiieduasdnsimnannasiig 9 aunseiad
yaesEIuRs YszsnunbuiauiagtuifuumdunsuimsUssmauuusy
gud Wilvsguanasuimsieinuasusituas fausssuuuudaiata @
nsfwldnaneduddylumsatuayuusunsdiiunuieuasugiauas
Faussaflunsviilfansisnssiugnilan (Houlihan et al, 2010) AuAs
Talaunuludesilimein “admwvemdliudaunss” Building a strong
sports nation) wag “iudnsnavesduluseiuuiug@dienisivivesdu”

(Enhancing the international influence of Chinese sports)

nsdansuisiuledudafifiaatinds O 2008 Suduniinanseendanin
anwalvpaUsewnd (LeBlanc, 2021) N"]‘L!ﬂWﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁgmﬁﬂ/ﬂﬂumﬂigﬁvhﬂaﬂﬂ%’;ﬂ
enungedlumsifudnwdaumnssunmsudsdufmnszaulanvesenssusg
Ussruiududaustuanenmssy 1970 Taesguiaduiarnudslauthuiios
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TgnsiwnduniuansdnswanisnisdiessyninaUsemasududnvauzves
nsldgunaazyy vasReiundmensudLasuUssaunMsainsruRuves
nz funnuiteliUsznvunelulszmasensu duneiufwuay Sanssuns fu
NNt assnssUssrruiudududnmmautdiunmuealanuddud
1988 sipsdudinme@eunudfidestinds ¥ 1990 Aewardmodeunud
Snmdefifiosnineden U 2010

NNsAnYITes Chu (2018) nuh Sguradustlaetrannlunsiaue
ffenmmstaudsiulofulianudnsausn uiuilituilosdald Usuina
poamadeildudonifudninnisdanisuedulul 2000 Sguradudadiy
sulszanansaauLazn1sUSuUTsUsEwmAne 9 TimSeududinmdanis
wiatu auldSumsiadenlddanisuisiulodudanudiiilostiniad 2008 Tu
fign Inen3@nw1ves Hu and Henry (2017) wuiwidaannlssudadentmny
Wnmleduta Sguradulaussmaulouisdauaiunisfimnnusanagnsn
pg1aTeds dondsiiitewdsunmsdeiniindnudsilusmnssuingsdulan
pdastely Tan and Houlihan (2012) wuin tnfwivesdufiaussnninuas
FanuanuselunsutetufiniUssanene 4 anTuainlsunsunisadng
tnfndnenmiidngeduiduanufnuuasivsunaiingnfnssduiim
19355U103u uonInEsguaTudilinsfnsaduidenyhlilanddnussme
Funtu suildliUssruduladinnsTousunnAnuas Yansssuvadlanin
HudrunisvesTamsssudusntude Rick and Li, 2023)

¥
v A=

feildsanansnagunaldin asnsusguszvvuiuiithunfnuessiuna
asguuazmmmﬁwmﬂ%’&gﬁLwimimum?Nﬂm (Ping-pong Diplomacy) U 1971
wagnsdinnisudstulodulanuditnis U 2008 9ruaunsuwdsiuinie
Founudvmdafdunaduidesnanduulouiensyefnfislnneunth
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idesanidunisuandiifiufenurvesnsaismnuduiudmanisyauas
nsidlessgvinssmdliduieeuulussdulan mudadunsldansaem
GuaqmﬁﬁwﬂuﬂmﬂﬁamlﬂmgﬂLLUUﬂ’Jmé’uﬁuﬁ‘sszUisLwﬁﬁmmim%’g
Uszanvuiufiseuszmadu q Tulan

NagNsN13HeaTTENIUTEImAHIUNSInNTNTIUNWISERUlaNYaY
a15150u3gUsEYIvUIY

NagnsnN13InNIsHYatunIaratvayunandudnenMINAKIv9
$puiaduiiu Budusgneniedilul 1985 Aunagnsie “gifalund” Uuguo Tizhi)
Tnglunsysannisnisiamnszuusing 9 Tussuuinanisivvesduliddnag
Wuseuun1sudmsdanis sruumsimunnsidedueestnivn ssuunisen
Wontnfwaznisiaundnenainvedinin lagnagnsleduta (Olympic
Strategy) lutisfl 1 Aetulugaanan 15 9 (1985-2000) fitmaneitedevue
A dssatalumsureiuledudalils dadludaedt 2 WHintu 10 T (2001-
2010) St manewanndnenminivanmsudeiumelulssmanou aandu
FedainAlvustulunsudstuseaulan Sadmanendnidaludedovuy
ATIUsEYTTIalunsustuledulanuduan (Ling, 2023)

drunagnsnsFeasinuNINIveNEssASTUsT T TR UL

Dunsldgrunaazyu (Wang, 2011) iialUasuulaninanvaluaznna e
a N = S a 1A a A a [T

NsANIvRAN A IRaANY Teles Aavenssied wasln® ludufimanna
VisWnuaa teataduea seniuuds wazfdnvateUsznnillasuaudeun
lan NeliAiodnudsduluumnssuimseaulaniavdadunms@e By lvilssina
B 9 WM sutstufuNanssassUszansuiudnaie anuadunisuans
Tiwiuians1sasgussmsuiundenasimufiosgniinmsivedanyisluud
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madugidudstusasduinnmlunsdamsudedu (Wen, 2023) gauasy
pdsddyresssunadulumslinasnsnisdeasseninasemeriunisfidn
fuluthadngaiarssulva 2001 arssadgussreuiuldsudadony
dnmdanisusstuleflaiidlostinia U 2008 Ssunaduislinrudifnyiu
MaeSeudn fensinassiuUsyanauaznineInseng o Whueenunds
Tnajigalulan fegharunmsainsauninviowdondnisilinfidsdvaedenis
Wisuiaiiounisusznadnaiselannziunnit Ssuiaduifidnanimlunisiiu
Usematuiveslanlugusng 5 Wi (Rick and Li, 2023) ToauTaiiiios
InAsdsiufugaBuduesnsiaunsdnnuavnssunswieiuimse sy
Tanvesdu Alunaveudmalildiudenlmiuinminnisuisiulodude
gavum wasefewnuddnansads msfinuesduldfunisiauiegiedm
nszlanduunuluiuanuduiussenineusemevesiuiudsemanng o lag
anzing Suanfifauduiusesalinmeseriunniu venanitureusd
2019 AugnssuNsIansustulausynauaulauavalaunuaineenis
wistuseninin “anladislageunan” (Heart to heart, @ Future) Lilauand
duvsmusiulumamemastulas fuveseulolousniansenfie
Whmnefiegegsamfuegnsdudlueuian Weseudisuivalawnuainnis
Fansutedulud 1990 fi31 “wilufen fnsnn wasaufnvwt” (Unity,
Friendship, Progress) uaglud 2010 #i91 “miLLﬁtiQGﬂ’uﬁajqaj’u \defivasusiy
Dunile” (Passionate Games, Harmonious Asia) 3¢k#i171 f\gmﬁuﬁmmiﬁ'ams
YossgunaiuiiasiounuuuAnvenIsianisusiuefounudi 3 ase A
fonsswaiemuduniaferiuvedlan wagaramieslunsidudunis
Y93Us3vAULaNT0IEN51ISTUSTU U UG

Lu et al. (2018) uag Chen et al. (2022) 88u1971 HUAWANITIA
Uszyugngonvasnguuseinanivuinasegialuefign 20 suduusnvaslan
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(G20 Summit) Tul 2016 wavTaismalaanliaud Ry uAITIMUIA W
anwalveuilewnlagnaen Feng (2019) e5utedn Waswnalagnlvinnuddy
LLazmwma’jmzL%Lﬁaqﬁﬁa@mﬁﬂﬁamﬁm%ﬂLwiﬂzhmméﬁ’qﬂmmﬂuéfum
Whneddnuesmsiaundunmdnuaifiielidesdsudndondudn
anmsuteiuiviedeunadaded 19 aunsetdiinmsdansudaduase 163
mseenuuuedsunudmaatunndnuaiveadeduiuduindon Ay
yRa1n seanIUTEIRAIENTEUIUIUYDEITITUSTUITU VLAY Ve
defuffadudeduiisulufennuruaioddnmsitiauenwdnualany
Huidlosddva yanwnearududleninssmeadiosnile uenani Tunns
wsduineleunudiisiomalan Spunaiudsliussguszianiu
davasn (e-Sport) Nilun1sudetuniy (Wen, 2023) a1naudnuives Ni Dai,
et al (2023) WUl NMENAINTITUNIIZUINTBILITALATIR-19 SguraTuneney
dhanfdnsulunmsaieanudsuasiiomndnlidudedifimalulag
ﬁgﬁaﬁamumiﬁwmmawmsmu%’gsm 7 lnglangn1sinnsteyavinnlvie)
shomaluladuea (Software-as-a-Service: SaaS) MituFasnsdwiudoyai
Tusdlanarnsraaeuld warnufnuifentulldslétoasu nagnsnisasidlif
widsunudfmalnausaimelulaidvauldlunisuisuwuanisinnis
W UANILENITUTINSNIANTLUTRMEIENUSTAD NMIHALINAENSNTS
Fansudetulagnisuinaluladidviaunld msdanisidlgvesnisdiatoya
Advia AuanEnsavesthenusglumslidnalulad nsfuglignaesming
auvosuIMImMhsnuiisunadensuazmesdideddideyanavia usif
Fudunshuldldluseduniuasddaifvindians

wagldiisausifunsuanssrunafiviafioniuussmeny Tupnvintu ue
v @ = I [J Ly
gadunisuansienisidu umsiunaseaulan (Global Superpower) 119015
Wlog LAsugia uazTausssuaie viliiuliasnsasgussesuiuaunse
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a$enunanenadessenitsemalddnenuedaglidndudesfisnis
gausuUANUsEIARETUAN Dyerson (2012) §i85U188nMI871 A1IANTT
wietuledudafitnAndunisidnduiddudnuaivesFusesuiamenisdes
LLazi’wuﬁiﬁmmaw%’gaLu%ﬂ'n,aaé"msz}gﬁ annsnasanuUAsuLlatesebs
Aon1s U nMAInNSUUITUNRNSSNANISEAUUSEINA WU ASHUsT AR
ldsuinudiinindladlud 2010 Ssuiaduiiuuiymadiiunisasusiunisim
ImaLL'U'&L‘flumﬁaﬁuauuﬂizLﬂwﬁm%y’uﬁ’] (Elite Sport) nMseenmasmelmiu
ffealinanins (Mass Fitness) wazmsvilinmsfsnidugsiaiiienismdud
(Commercialization of Sport) (Wei et al., 2013) wenand WeatnAsdlald
Suasplunadudramdanisudetufimeg q fauel 2006 390 2012 Tay
10 SruiFseoaansavsy wasiloadedlsfidudnminnsusiuimnsedu
Tanunnin 20 aSeel (Huang et at., 2012)

SosdnAufudewsniinefuiaiininmsinnisudsiuledulngg
$oull 2008 waznguun U 2022 lagludisszeznan 14 Tdu as1snsy
UszrnauduiiWannnsiuesugia ansnsnenseduamn miinesuty
nanslutszing Winanedugudnansvesmainussuanniviedonaluas
wovinaly druniefifunadnsarnnisamulunisianisuvstuiviszdu
Tanegsseiiles Taslamzlud 2017 Suradudsdunuiavasululaseain
fugualvgaussugvsmansIul 2025 (Made in China 2025) (Liu,
2021) weNINE MhsuAnaTuNITAMUMAIATYEAATsEY (Outward
Foreign Direct Investment: OFDI) §3lAUssquaunIsnamINITInwiaduin
adluwnuns3Eaulassnnilaauviladumna (Belt and Road Initiative: BRI
Lfluﬂ%y'qLLﬁfﬂ,uLqumusuaqﬂﬁzm'gqﬂ’wmmiﬁm (Roche, 2017; Flyvberg et
al,, 2018) 97nN15ANYIVOY Lee and Taylor (2005), Gratton et al. (2006)
WAz Fourie and Santana Gallego (2011) 5831 NSIANNNTINLAITUAWT
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suilumsregenuaznsyAuAsegiaiiulewSeuszmadnnmeunsas
swldnnmsviendlen nsamuanesininiagsiia medenuilifistu wasd
\HunsuSunmdnualveadlediirsgatinvissiisnnevdsmsdansudeduim
Augauds nufadunsadsanuniagilalinadiosiiondoogludiosdu 4 $n
faanududnnineg

A0UNTAINIUNTTEUINYRILAIA-19 YilnsiaiuesugRakavdny
WunsdnnsudiduiinuesassnszussrvuiuimdaiulnegeeLiles
Fomeyavein 3guiaduldnounsanplumsinmsutsiufivisensideunas
gnEnNTIAN TR IMaNs I $TU1AIUUAIULUININNTAMUINNIS
ilinnsiwvesiuyjsgszaulan (Global China) lunsasuiniuesegia
nelulszma (Interal economic circulation) #iI135UNa3ULABINTINW
anugdsnsuunianuasdiomnsaruiumiiomaiuasusisnnianme fu
aniuRufUT U IThasAnaaunsal wiauaulafiasdudinimnis
Jansutsduszaulanegratuledulefanasainiiuwds (Rick and Li, 2023)
uennisguiaiusiosiliisenuAsuuamesinfmuasdsin iy
augulmivhlanifunAngensurdeuuas fausssuiuasundasly ands
fuesmasiufmilugudnuamuiuimiduiontu Gunseoniuany
LAnAaINMaNsYe AL TTIR W IAaz e sdulnglan e Taus TRy Tu
29NLaEALIUAN (Shuying, 2023)

fefiTsanunsnagunaldin nagnsnrsdoasszninalsemeaunis
Foumnssuimsziulanvesassusaussrvuiuty Ssuraiuldliaiu
AAYAUNITIANITUIITUNNNTIUARITZAULANAIENTTRFTIIUUTTU LAY
n¥nenseing 9 Whuseninddlvaifian vazforiunsivivesiuldsy
nsmuegeinnslanguunuluiuauduiusseninUssmavesuiu
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Uameseiuunniu vadziiednu ladnsesnuuulidismsuniidudiniw
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Ntz heduasuasaganuasugie wazdunisuanisuauas
Bumanailes uenanifgadumsliiinamanmamaansisue faudos
onanmsyedadeslul 1971 qunseiisisanameneufiazdudininnis
wistuleduTauaziodoumann 30 il avssaigussrvududdldnagns
mMsdomsszninssmakiunsinumnssuivivesduinauisedeunud
vl wagldiBnsmanisyaansisaeifinsulsyanunsasmuiazssgnng
Hulsamatuidhunsfnveslannelud 2050
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