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The concepts of Utopia and Dystopia:

The duality of nature and environment in Thai literature

Watinee Sirichai’ and Thanya Sangkhapanthanon
Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University, Phitsanulok 65000, Thailand

"Corresponding author: watineesi61 @nu.ac.th

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to analyze the concepts of Utopia and Dystopia as portrayed through nature
and environment in Thai literature. It is a qualitative study involving documentary research. The scope of the study
encompasses five Thai literary works. The results of the study reveal two main points. Firstly, regarding the concept
of Utopia represented through nature and environment in Thai literature, there exists a relationship between the
concepts of Utopia and nature and environment in a utopian ecological sense. This demonstrates the connection
between nature and an individual’s emotional state, as well as the harmonious state of nature and environment in
an ecotopian sense. Secondly, the concept of Dystopia in Thai literature in relation to nature and the environment
portrays human control over nature and the environment. This highlights human power in utilizing natural resources
and the environment, and the theme of nature and the environment holding power over humans, enforcing moral
order. Therefore, the concepts of Utopia and Dystopia, as represented through nature and the environment in Thai
literature, are interconnected through the form of duality or binary opposition. On the one hand, nature and the
environment possess power over human beings. On the other hand, human beings exert power over nature and

the environment.
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