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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis : Sustainable Nypa Forest Management of Local People in
Bangpakong Basin: A Case Study of Tambon Sanamchan,

Banpho District, Chachoengsao Province

Author : Miss Thananya Tantulavanich
Degree - Master of Science {Environmental Management)
Year . 2004

This study was conducted in Tambon Sanamchan, Banpho Distnct,
Chachoengsao Pravince. Its objectives were to study social, cultural and economic
conditions, land utilization, Nypa forest management , people’s knowledge and opinicn
toward Nypa forest management of local people, as well as the role of Tambon
Administration Organization and related government sectors in supporting Nypa Forest
management. The sample group of this research were fifty five households of local
people living along Bangpakong River, people utilizing Nypa Frutican, village leaders,
officers of Sanamchan Tambon Administration Organization and related tocal authonties.
The structured schedule interview and in depth interview were used as tool for data
collection.Data collected were qualitatively and quantitatively analyzed to conceptually
explain the sustainability of Nypa forest management in the context of the change in
sacio cultural, economic, physical and bureaucratic administration conditions.

Based on the result of this studyit was found that Nypa forest had been
managed and utilized in terms of private land ownership and common properties. The
managemeni had been practiced on the basis of the prevailing traditional knowiedge

and local social capital. However, Nypa forest management seemed to be



(6)

unsustainable due to the change in socio - cultural, economic, physical and bureau
cratic administration conditions. The social structure was mostly changed from rural to
urban society. Land utilization was dramatically from paddy fields to shrimp farms which
gave high economic return. However most local people had well knowledge on Nypa
utilization. They moderately agreed that the changing social and economic conditions
had affected Nypa forest management. In additional, the TAQ, the local administrative
level, which was decentralized to take action in natural resource management, had not
performed this role, yet. Local people agreed that TAO shouid seriously play their role
in Nypa forest management by making plan and implementing with other related local

authorities originated by burgaucratic reformation.
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