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## 4280135522 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEY WORD : PROSTITUTES / THAI NOVELS / IMAGES / SOCIETY

NOPMAT POUNGSUWAN : IMAGES OF PROSTITUTES IN THAI NOVELS AND THE

SOCIAL REALITY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. ANONGNART

THAKOENGVIDH,Ph.D.,197 pp. ISBN 974-17-2186-2

The purposes of this thesis are to study images of prostitutes in Thai novels and
the social reality, to analyze the change of images of prostitutes from that found in Kor
Surangkanang’s Yingkonchua (1937) to that presented in Prachakom Lunachai’s
Dokmaiklangmuang (2002) and to compare these images with the conditions of prostitutes in
the social reality.

The result of this study shows that the images of prostitutes in Thai novels reflect two
aspects of prostitutes in the real society: the causes of women’s entry into prostitution and the
type of prostitutes as well as their working places. The first aspect becomes part of the plot
whereas the second one can be found in the characters and settings. Besides, there are
images of prostitutes that are derived from the authors’ attitudes toward women in this
profession. Therefore, all these images can be said to be related to prostitutes in the social
reality.

The images of prostitutes in Thai novels have changed through time and can be
divided into 3 periods. The images of prostitutes in the first period (1937-1966) are those of
the members of the lower class, social outcasts and marginalized people at the fringe of the
society. The images of prostitutes in the second, or “Modern,” period (1972-1990) are those
of sole breadwinners of the families, determined and diligent workers and victims of merciless
fates. In the third period (1999-2002), the images of prostitutes are those of the women whose
work, prostitution, has become a career and a way to raise their social status.

The other kind of images. are those resulting from the authors’ attitudes towards
prostitutes. These images can be divided into 3 types: that of one who'is punished by the
society, that of one who chooses to determine one’s own destiny, and that of one who can
assert oneself as a prostitute in a more tolerating society. The authors’ attitudes can be

inferred from the endings of the stories in the ways the prostitutes’ exits from the career are

presented.
Department Comparative Literature Student's signature............ccocoviiiin
Field of study = Comparative Literature Advisor's signature.............oooeiiennn.

Academic year 2002 Co-advisor's signature.............cocoeeveane
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