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Abstract

The research on “Religious Spaces and Self-reidentification of Migrants in the Thai-
Burmese Borderlands™ has been carried out during July 2011-June 2012 in the area of Mae
Sot, Phobphra, Mae Ramat District and a refugee camp. It aims to study 1) structure and
network of three main religions: Buddhism, Christianity and Islam which are upheld by the
migrants; 2) relations between religious space and self-identification of migrants and 3) local
state agencies’ control over Buddhist, Christian and Islam activities. It is found that the three
religions has extensive network across the border. Christianity especially the Baptists has
closely linked with Karen nationalist organizations, Thai Christian national organizations,
and international networks. Buddhist and Islamic communities in the borderlands have more
networks with religious communities and organizations in Burma and Thailand. Migrants
have actively constructed their religious space both in their private and public area. They
constructed their monasteries/churches/mosques wherever possible and also contributed to
the construction of religious monuments and to religious activities organized by local Thai
communities. All religions also support development and welfare activities. Through these
religious and non-religious activities, migrants are able to adjust their internal self from being
suffered, depressive, fearful, and unsecured to become happier, and more hopeful, secured
and confident. Moreover, they are recognized by Thai communities as members of the same
religious communities leading to better co-living. The religious space for migrants are rather
open because of the ambiguous boundary between religiosity and secularity. Moreover, local
officials have revered religious practitioners and understood historical relations of people and
religious practitioners across the border. Both local officials and religious practitioners try to
cooperate with each other although not without tension. The openness of religious space is

however varied from one to another religion and also depending on contingent situation.
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