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Executive Summary

This research entitled 'The State if Regional Studies: EU-ASEAN Compared'. This
research was funded by the ASEAN Watch Project, Thailand Research Fund (TRF)
(Research Code 'RDG5710032). It was conducted during 2 January to 1 August 2014.

The main research question of this research is: from previous comparative
regionalism studies, which focus on EU-ASEAN comparison, are there any lessons that can
be learnt? The objectives of this research are: to analyze the experiences of the European
Union (EU) that can be lessons for ASEAN; and to broaden our understanding about
regionalism of ASEAN and the EU. The expected outcome of this research are: to learn and
adapt the experiences of the EU to ASEAN; and to broaden our understanding about the
regionalism in ASEAN and the EU.

This research is a documentary research. It selected only English and Thai articles,
chapter in books, research that explicitly focus their objectives to demonstrate the EU's
experiences and to give lessons for ASEAN. This research selects and divides those studies
into two categories which are: the institutional experiences; and the policies experiences.

The study shows that there are three important issues that we can learn from the
EU's experiences which are: the methodology of comparative regionalism; the institutional
experiences; and the policy experiences.

Firstly, the methodological of comparative regionalism. Amitav Acharya, a prominent
scholar in Southeast Asian studies and regionalism studies, have once observed that we
cannot compare regional per se, as each region has its own uniqueness. Regionalism is the
result of interaction between regional states, and that of with superpowers. Each region,
furthermore, has its own history, and objectives of commencing regional cooperation.
Besides, each region also has its own factors and conditions that influence the success and
failure of regionalism.

Next, the institutional experiences. Previous studies have emphasize the importance
of the formality of institution or supranational organization of the EU. While the EU has the
supranational organization, ASEAN, on the other hand, still undergoing the inter-
governmental relations, which is less formal. Moreover, the seeking collective identity, and

the enforcement of laws are also interested by scholars. There are also many studies that



put their focus on the study of sovereignty that states willing to bestow to supranational
organization.

Finally, the policies experiences. Although previous studies have shown that there
are plenty of the EU's experiences that ASEAN can learn from, some of them are should be
focused, for example: the financial issues, the competition law, and the conflict
management. However, this research found that although there are many case studies were
conveyed, but those cases are still broad, and left plenty room for future studies. There are

numerous areas of studies that still waiting to be investigated in the future.
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Abstract

This research studies the state of knowledge of comparative regionalism and the
experience that the EU can give to the ASEAN. This research is a documentary research. It
selects numerous studies, both in English and Thai that have done previously by scholars

around the globe.

From the study, the research founds that there are three issues that the ASEAN can
learn from the EU: which are, the methodological of comparative regionalism; the institu-

tional experiences; and the policies experiences.

Firstly, the methodological of comparative regionalism. This research agrees with
Amitav Acharya, a prominent scholar in Southeast Asian studies and regionalism studies,
who have once observed that we cannot compare regional per se, as each region has its
own uniqueness. Thus, it is almost impossible to compare region as each region has its own

uniqueness.

Next, the institutional experiences. Previous studies have emphasize the importance
of the formality of institution or supranational organization of the EU. While the EU has the
supranational organization, ASEAN, on the other hand, still undergoing the inter-govern-

mental relations, which is less formal.

Finally, as the EU has long been developing its social and economic policies, the
ASEAN can select some policies and studies those policies in order to, in the future, adapt

them into ASEAN context.
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' Article 81 of the EC Treaty (ex Article 85)

1. The following shall be prohibited as incompatible with the common market: all agreements between undertakings,
decisions by associations of undertakings and concerted practices which may affect trade between Member States
and which have as their object or effect the prevention, restriction or distortion of competition within the common
market, and in particular those which:

(a) directly or indirectly fix purchase or selling prices or any other trading conditions;

(b) limit or control production, markets, technical development, or investment;

(c) share markets or sources of supply;

(d) apply dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, thereby placing them at a
competitive disadvantage;

(e) make the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of supplementary obligations which,
by their nature or according to commercial usage, have no connection with the subject of such contracts.

2. Any agreements or decisions prohibited pursuant to this Article shall be automatically void.

3. The provisions of paragraph 1 may, however, be declared inapplicable in the case of:

- any agreement or category of agreements between undertakings;
- any decision or category of decisions by associations of undertakings;
- any concerted practice or category of concerted practices,

which contributes to improving the production or distribution of goods or to promoting technical or economic progress,
while allowing consumers a fair share of the resulting benefit, and which does not:

(a) impose on the undertakings concerned restrictions which are not indispensable to the attainment of these objectives;

(b) afford such undertakings the possibility of eliminating competition in respect of a substantial part of the products in
question.

"® Article 82 of the EC Treaty (ex Article 86)

Any abuse by one or more undertakings of a dominant position within the common market or in a substantial
part of it shall be prohibited as incompatible with the common market insofar as it may affect trade between Member
States.

Such abuse may, in particular, consist in:

(a) directly or indirectly imposing unfair purchase or selling prices or other unfair trading conditions;

(b) limiting production, markets or technical development to the prejudice of consumers;

(c) applying dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, thereby placing
them at a competitive disadvantage;

(d) making the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of supplementary
obligations which, by their nature or according to commercial usage, have no connection with the

subject of such contracts.
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Lessons from the EU to ASEAN:

Recommendations from Methodological Studies, and Experiences®

.32
Narut Charoensri

ABSTRACT

The main research question of this paper is: from previous comparative regionalism
studies, which focus on EU-ASEAN comparison, are there any lessons that can be learnt?
The objectives of this paper are: to analyze the experiences of the European Union (EU)
that can be lessons for ASEAN; and to broaden our understanding about regionalism of
ASEAN and the EU. From the study, this paper founds that there are three issues that
ASEAN can learn from the EU: which are, the methodological of comparative regionalism;
the institutional experiences; and the policy experiences.

Firstly, the methodological of comparative regionalism. This paper agrees with
Amitav Acharya who have once observed that we cannot compare regional per se, as each
region has its own uniqueness. Thus, it is almost impossible to compare region as each
region has its own uniqueness.

Next, the institutional experiences. Previous studies have emphasize the importance
of the formality of institution or supranational organization of the EU. While the EU has the
supranational organization, ASEAN, on the other hand, still undergoing the inter-
governmental relations, which is less formal.

Finally, as the EU has long been developing its social and economic policies,
ASEAN can select some policies and studies those policies in order to, in the future, adapt

them into ASEAN context.

Keywords: Regionalism, ASEAN, EU, Experience, Methodology

*! This research was funded by the ASEAN Watch Project, Thailand Research Fund (TRF), contract number RDP5710031.
% ecturer at School of International Affairs in Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration at Chiang Mai University, Thailand.
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4.  The following shall be prohibited as incompatible with the common market: all agreements between undertakings, decisions by associations
of undertakings and concerted practices which may affect trade between Member States and which have as their object or effect the
prevention, restriction or distortion of competition within the common market, and in particular those which:

a) directly or indirectly fix purchase or selling prices or any other trading conditions;

b) limit or control production, markets, technical development, or investment;

d

(@)

(b)

(c) share markets or sources of supply;

(d) apply dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, thereby placing them at a competitive disadvantage;
(e)

e) make the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of supplementary obligations which, by their nature or
according to commercial usage, have no connection with the subject of such contracts.
5. Any agreements or decisions prohibited pursuant to this Article shall be automatically void.
6. The provisions of paragraph 1 may, however, be declared inapplicable in the case of:
- any agreement or category of agreements between undertakings;
- any decision or category of decisions by associations of undertakings;
- any concerted practice or category of concerted practices,
which contributes to improving the production or distribution of goods or to promoting technical or economic progress, while allowing consumers
a fair share of the resulting benefit, and which does not:
(a) impose on the undertakings concerned restrictions which are not indispensable to the attainment of these objectives;
(b) afford such undertakings the possibility of eliminating competition in respect of a substantial part of the products in question.
** Article 82 of the EC Treaty (ex Article 86)
Any abuse by one or more undertakings of a dominant position within the common market or in a substantial part of it shall be prohibited
as incompatible with the common market insofar as it may affect trade between Member States.
Such abuse may, in particular, consist in:
(a) directly or indirectly imposing unfair purchase or selling prices or other unfair trading conditions;
(b)  limiting production, markets or technical development to the prejudice of consumers;
(c) applying dissimilar conditions to equivalent transactions with other trading parties, thereby placing them at a competitive
disadvantage;
(d)  making the conclusion of contracts subject to acceptance by the other parties of supplementary obligations which, by

their nature or according to commercial usage, have no connection with the subject of such contracts.
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“ Article 2 44 Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (1976) lHszyuuamanisufilatiogmanudaudianniiandeudn
In their relations with one another, the High Contracting Parties shall be guided by the following fundamental principles:
a. Mutual respect for the independence, sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity and national identity of all nations;
b. The right of every State to lead its national existence free from external interference, subversion or coersion;
C. Non-interference in the internal affairs of one another;
d. Settlement of differences or disputes by peaceful means;
e. Renunciation of the threat or use of force;

f. Effective cooperation among themselves.
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