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Abstract

This research project is an attempt of the researcher on exploring, analyzing
and interpreting the social value and culture on child rearing, children’s problems and
child violation, including child protection among the Hmong ethnic people. It is a
comparative project, between two highland and lowland Hmong communities in
Chiang Mai province. It is my argument that the dynamic of economic, social and
cultural contexts cause both direct and indirect impacts on social value for desired
number of children, child rearing culture, children’s problems, child violation, and
child protection in Hmong communities.

There is a different social value on desired number of children between
parents in highland and lowland Hmong communities. Parents in lowland tend to have
less children, due to difficulty on family production and income earning, including
easy accessible on family planning methods provided. In the mean time, child rearing
culture among lowland Hmong parents has been changed if compare to highland
Hmong parents, especially the using of reasonable explanation, instead of beating.

Problems of children and youth on highland community are more serious,
especially drug addition which currently occurs in the village. Such drug problems
lead to child violation and broken family. Meanwhile, divorce is higher in town, since
parents mostly spent time on working and trading, so they have less time to take care
their children. In addition, it is my finding that there are more and more female youth
in town conduct child abortion.

In terms of child protection, kinship organizations still play important roles on
highland community. Furthermore, youth group and village network become more
prominent organizations. For lowland Hmong community, modern organizations play
more important roles. Those include youth groups, student clubs, Hmong Association,
and other non-governmental organizations. Nonetheless, it is my finding that there is a
gap between Hmong and non-Hmong organizations, on dealing with issues of child
protection and problems resolution. Therefore, it is my recommendation that
integrated programs, in every procedure, should be set up. Moreover, it is necessary to
be coordinated by for scholars and funders, both national and international levels.
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