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Abstract

The structural changes in ‘rural Thai society’ have led to the transformation of the rural society. The rural
society transformed from ‘an agrarian society of peasants,” as which Thai society is typically understood, to ‘a
rural entrepreneur society.’ This transformation stemmed from the structural changes of economic and social

relations within the peasantry society.

We start realizing the significance of entrepreneurial societies in resolving poverty in rural societies. A
large number of researchers in fact note the emergence of entrepreneurial societies around the world. Peasants’
endogenous adaptation has resulted in their transformation to entrepreneurs, and then the assemblage of the

entrepreneurs.

To understand the rural entrepreneurs, we first need to critically examine the new form of economic base.
It is crucial to have policies for the socio-economic transformation in Thai society in order to escape the middle
income trap. If the policies should be drawn up to emphasize the creation of opportunities and the transition from

‘informal’ entrepreneurs to ‘formal’ ones, they would have a positive socio-economic impact as a whole.

If we clearly understand the changes in the rural Thailand, we may be able to write proper policies which
realistically reflect the changes in the society. We should ask ourselves how to develop our society, why we need
it, and how to reach the goal. We need to find out increasingly complex factors in the society that involve more
stakeholders. These factors have impacts on the diversification of the rural society, and the class relations. They

will create both a new production process and social relations among the rural population.



The economic changes lead to the new arrangement of formal social relations within the rural society.
The rural population are able to start creating a ‘democratic system from below.” They can create a ‘flat’ social

relation and play a more active role in decision making process in politics at both local and national levels.

The ongoing changes in the rural Thai society may lead to a ‘democracy from below.” The central
government may be required to establish relationships with the new power holders. It can build a more suitable

form of democratic system.
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