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Due to its geographical features and climate change, Chiang Mai as well as some provinces in the
upper northern Thailand has been annually facing air pollution during the dry season. This air pollution
has been recorded as a serious problem over 10 years. The group of Chiang Mai University researchers,
who concerned in air quality and pollution, conducted the projects on “Developing Effective System on
Monitoring of Air Quality in the Chiang Mai - Lamphun Intermountain Basin Area” during
December 2007 to May 2008. All researchers have provided knowledge bases for solving the air pollution
problems to local and provincial administrations. We created public media information in 2 levels; First,
built up joint participation networks with policy makers. Second, considered air pollution issue at
community level such as local residents. We established “Air Quality Information Center” to be a
platform for environment data, update and exchange knowledge with air pollution control departments
and community leader. We have done some clean air activity events with media agencies, promotion of
campaign activity with multi-channels such as documentation, radio broadcasting, television, newspaper
and websites. The feedback after working revealed to reconsider decreasing the air quality index of
National Ambient Air Quality Standards for improvement of awareness on the health of local people and
tourists. We have worked on the risk assessment for control/ awareness stimulation/ personal change of
burning everything/ regulations/ provision of training and practice for self protection of air pollution
crisis, air pollution control technologies and various available urban planning strategies to reduce air
pollution. After implementation survey and self-evaluation of our communication programs, we have
found knowhow of communication problems and drawback in organizing people participation for
understanding air pollution protection with attitude of public policy from community level towards the

nation policy.
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