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Abstract

This study aims to understand and acquire strategies and policies for enhancing the capabilities of
cross-border educational networks for migrant children across the Thai-Myanmar border, specifically in
the Mae Sot District of Tak province. Education for migrant children should be education that recognizes
human rights, cultural and ethnic diversities, educational accessibility for survival, and educational
accreditation that is appropriate to the conditions of migration. Migrant children are considered important
for development of the economy and border trade development. Capacity building and access to
educational rights are regarded as major conduits enabling migrant children to make such contributions
and protecting them from human trafficking, drugs, and labor exploitation. This also contributes to the
development of the Special Economic Zone which demands capable human resources. It leads toward
fairer and more equal rights of citizens from both Myanmar and Thailand. Such a process must also
address educational in equality for children in the border area, and create educational collaborations
among related agencies and organizations, in order to sustain the border commons.

The study was designed as action research that encouraged and mobilized stakeholders to frame
research questions, critically re-examine their efforts and engagements, and conceptualize policy
recommendations for cross-border education at the local level. The objectives of the study were to 1)
identify lessons learned for educational collaboration of the networks in providing education to migrant
children in Mae Sot District; 2) determine capacities of the networks and conceivable linkages for Thai
and Myanmar cross-border education; and 3) formulate policies and strategies to strengthen Thai and
Myanmar cross-border education in the district. The organizations participating in the study were migrant
learning centers and the networks that support migrant education in Mae Sot, comprising state agencies of
Thailand and Myanmar, Thai and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and the
Association of border teachers. The study collected data by using empowering dialogues, interviews, and
observation. The major outputs of the study are concepts, strategies, and collaboration processes to inform
Thai and Myanmar cross-border education for migrant children in Mae Sot. The results of the study are

used as a basis for providing policy recommendations.
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