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ABSTRACT

This thesis is qualitative research on a national artist in contemporary Thai
song writing; Mr. Suraphon Thonawanik. The study was conducted by focus group,
and participation and non-participation observations with Mr. Suraphon Thonawanik
and others during 2001-2004.

Suraphon Thonawanik was born in 1931. During childhood he was a waif in
Thonburi bank of Buddhayodpha Bridge and other provinces. He composed his first
his song, “Ramthon”, at the age of 13 and he entered to the song realm at 14 years
old. To begin with, his name was not put into his songs as a song writer because he
wanted to be just a writer. Later his songs became famous songs and so he decided to
launch songs with his name, Suraphon Thonawanik, from then on. He composed
various styles of song but his most successful style is the male-female love song. This
thesis selected 66 songs for analyzing and found that the first period of his song
writing produced the most success because there was little involvement from the
business and all songs were written from the heart. The middle period of his song
writing was influenced by the truth. The last period was influenced by business inter
ferance. All of his songs are about the emotional affect of society and culture and his
opinions on the effects. Most songs are about hope and give morale encouragement.
They express the ways he nees the pospects of Thai society and represent social
feelings. This song writing style is part of his song identity.

Suraphon Thonawanik’s vision give deeply understood morale
encouragement, based on creativity, and also influences the audience on matters of
patience through his song writing. He also brings the Buddha’s beliefs, through his
writing style as a story teller, to the audience. At present, Suraphon Thonawanik
works on his own company, “Karawak Record”, with his son and wife, Suraphonnoi
Thonawanik and Rayasuree Thonawanik.
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