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SIRIPORN CHOTIPINTU: MEANING EVOLUTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE IN THAI SOCIETY.
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. METTA VIVATANANUKUL, 312 pp. ISBN 974-14-2353-5.

The research of meaning evolution of physical appearance in Thai Society is aimed to study
patterns and characteristics of physical appearance in Thai sociely ,appearing in Thai classical and
contemporary literature ,as well as to study changes in meaning and value of physical appearance in Thai
Society. Quantitative and qualitative content analysis is conducted on 28 Thai literature from BE. 2411
to 2548, divided into six periods.

The following results are found: 1) Thai society in each period value components or elements of
“physical appearance” , and view ther beauty and appropriateness of males' and females' physical
appeararice differently. For instance, every unit of physical appearance is courited in sume periods, but
only some specific parts are focused in other periods. It is found that face, eyes, size of figure, and
complexion are mentioned the most ?ﬁile other parts are mentioned not so often, such as hands, arms,

nails, make-up faces, set hair, efg,

2.} In every period, “physical appearance™ plays a fﬁé}bf role in Thai society, but different roles are
fccused in each period. lis most distinguished rotatsm identify an individual's social class, family
background, status, and cccupation. ~Besides, physical appearance is considered as great property,
especially for women, as pubtic sphere,gf lg;ienhfylng seif—cmceg{, as reflection of one’s expectation
towards the society he or shé belongs to, and the reflection of what sociéty call from him or her, as an

important tool in creeting goad things to oneseif and to the public as awnole, efc.

3). Social, economic, political, and cultural influences determing value and the interpretation of physical
appearance meaning, s0 in each period people give importance to different physical structure . Before
B.E. 2468 , the periods which still strongly focus on traditional séx roles, “beautiful™and “hard-working”
womenbythe role of a wife and mother, and “strong” men by the role of a2 leader are highly valued. After
political reform to democracy and cultural changes, such values are replaced by physical features
that present "competence”, such as quickness, modernity, healthiness, etc. Differences in physical

structure because of sex are not so emphasized as in the past.

Field of study : Speech Communication
Academic year 2005
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