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ABSTRACT

This research is a series of field research project composed of three phases. The first phase aims to
collect the data of architectural and cultural resources in Nan city by doing field survey and making GIS
database. The second phase focuses on utilization of collected data form the first phase to encourage
cultural tourism in the communities of Nan and set up a representative cultural activity, wooden buddha
carving, to provoke people awareness of their value and revive it for contemporary practise. This project,
the third phase, will carry on objectives and activities from the previous two projects to use them as a tool
for enlivening the city. At the end of the project, the collected data and outcome of the research will be
exhibited in the community centre which will be established by the project to disseminate the data and
knowledge back to the community.

From the field data collection of architectural and cultural resources in Nan city, the research found
that they have a deep relationship with development process of the city. The urban dwelling of Nan can
be categorized into two types; traditional house on stilt and urban two storey house. Form and spatial
arrangement of these houses correspond with the location and year of construction of the houses and
signify the direction of development of the city in each period. Besides the vernacular houses in urban area,
another unique typology of Nan architecture is colonial buildings which is different from those in other
cities.

An encouragement of revival of cultural practice, wooden buddha image engraving, was done which
at the end of the project many small wooden buddha images were produced by participants of the
workshop. At present, tourist can offer money to the temple to dedicate the buddha to the temple. These
activities can transfer the engraving technique from the expert to the next generation in the communities
and promote better economy in the community.

At the end of the project, the community center, Long Nan Center, was established in collaboration
with Nan municipality office and other parties in the city. The centre functions as a new knowledge centre
for local and tourist to come to learn and get information about history and morphology of Nan city and
its architectural and cultural resources. The centre will be a new tourist attraction and a good starting point
to explore the city further.

All activities done by this project catalyzed the economic activity in the community, adaptation of
original way of cultural practice for contemporary use and using architectural and cultural resources in the
creative way for community-based tourism which will be a good ground for sustainable urbanism in such a

small city as Nan.
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