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Abstract
246436

The objectives of this research were to 1) study analytically the past and the present
of pre-service teacher educational development in Thailand, 2) investigate the results of pre-
service teacher education and good practices of pre-service teacher education in the past
and the present, 3) to compare the pre-service teacher education between 4-year program
and 5-year program and 4) to propose the policy recommendation for future pre-service
teacher education. The 3 research methodologies, including documentary research, case-
study research, and futures research were applied. The key informants in this research
could be divided into two groups. The first group was 51 experts/scholars in education and
pre-service teacher education: 9 for interview, 16 for future wheel analysis, and 26 for focus
group discussion. The second group was 131 educational participants from 14 good pre-
service teacher educational institutes. The research instruments were two interviewing
forms, four open-ended questionnaires, and a futures wheel. The data were analyzed by
content analysis, induction analysis, futures wheel analysis, and scenario projection. The
research results were concluded as follows. (1) The pre-service teacher educational
development in Thailand was set up when the first teacher training school was established
in 1892, was adapted to teacher training college in 1918, teacher college in 1975, Rajabhat
Institute in 1992, and was raised to university in 2004, respectively. Moreover, the college of
educétion and the faculty of education were established in many public universities. In the
first period offering diploma pre-service educatioﬁ course and then 4-year bachelor degree,
5-year bachelor degree, 2-year master’'s degree, 3-year doctoral degree. The teacher
profession was politically controlled since the Teacher and Educational Personnel Council
Act enactment in 2003. In addition, the announcement of Thailand Qualifications Framework
for.Higher Education in 2009 and Qualifications Framework for Undergraduate Teacher
Education (5-year) Programs in 2011 by the Ministry of Education which set up of 6 domains
of undergraduate learning outcomes including 1) Ethics and Moral; 2) Knowledge;

3) Cognitive Skills; 4) Interpersonal Skills and Responsibility; 5) Numerical Analysis,
Communication, and Information Technology Skills; and 6) Learning Management Skills.
Furthermore, there were 9 special projects of pre-service teacher education in Thailand.

The first vocational school was established in the year 1910. It became a vocational teacher
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college in 1961, developed 2 to 3 years program, and offered Bachelor of Science in
Technical Education Program in 1975. (2) The good practices of pre-service teacher
education comprised 4 domains: 1) input: focusing on excellent student selection and
attraction strategies; 2) process: scrutinizing on professional practice; 3) output: the pre-
service teachers needed to have good qualities, loved and believed teaching profession;
and 4) impact: driving the experience of pre-service teachers with positive effect on their
students. (3) The comparative study between 4 and 5 years program showed that: 1) input:
there were more emphasized of course content and capacity in 5-year program than in 4-
year program because the established of teachers' profession organization, the Teachers
Council of Thailand that created teacher program standards; 2) process: 5-year program
had 1-year school training period more than 4-year program which had only 1-semester
school training period; 3) output: the pre-service teacher from 5-year program were more
expert in teaching and classroom managing than those from 4-year program; and 4) impact:
the pre—seNice teacher from 5-year program had more student development skills and
abilities of school management than those from 4-year program. (4)»The 4 policies
recommendation for pre-service teacher education in the next 20 years had been
formulated: 1) the pre-service teacher education policy that meets the needs of teachers in
the country in terms of quantity and quality that related to major subject area; 2) the
development policy for institution standards, pre-service teacher education standards, and
teacher professional standards ; 3) the policy of active pre-service teacher development;

and 4) the policy of teacher development in rural areas.
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