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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study : 1) some basic Chm'acteﬁsﬁcs of dairy farmers
in Changwat khon Kaen., 2) dan'y raising situation of dairy fan-neré in Changwat Khon Kaen.,
3) factors influencing decision making on the selection of feed concentrate., 4) comparison between
dairy raising conditions and factors influencing decision making on the selection of feed concentrate
of the farmers.

The respondents of this study compriscl of 192 out of 371 of dairy cooperatives member
who were randomly selected by using multi-stage sampling technique. Structured  interview
schedules were used for data collection. Statistical Package for the Social Sciences Program (SPSS)
was used for data analysis. Frequency distribution, percentage, arithmetic means, standard
deviation, t-test and F-test were statistical tools for data analyse and comparision. The results of the

study were the followings :



1

The research found that most of the dairv farmers were male, with am werage of 49.2 years
of age, completed primary school, hed auerage family size of 4.8 members and dairy farming was
their main occupation. They recéived feed mformation through participation in mesting, joining
organized tours, visits to companies and reading magazines.

The average number of dairy cattle per farm was 17.5 heads. All farms weré non-irrigated ,
with the average farm land of 18.5 rai. Pasture area which mainly was Ruzi and Ruzi-guinea mixed
supplied fresh fodder adequately for 7.8 months within a year. Each farm used 2.3 family labours. -
The farmers used feed concentrate supplied from 2.3 compunies. The feed used per farm per day
was 51.8 kgs.. Rice straw was the main source of roughage in the dry season. _Tlle étverage milk
production was 1826.3 kgs per farm per month and sold at 7.9 baht/liter to the dairy cooperative.

The decision making on selection of the feed concentrate of the farmers was influenced by
six groups of factors : 1) Quality of the feed concentrate which was indicated by yield of the milk,
health conditions of the amimals, clear sign of heating and easy conception, and palatability of the
feed ; 2) Physical quality of the feed concentrate which was indicated by size of pallet, dustiness,
aroma, apperance and color ; 3) Services of suppliers which were ndicated by flexibility in feed
substitution, regular supply and availability, delivery services, package services ; 4) Services of the
cooperatives and milh collection centers ; 5) Promotional services from suppliers such as price
reduction offer, price quarantee, credit, visit by supplier’s agents, extra bonus, and chance of
meeting or conference with the supplying companies; and 6) Advices from respectable persons,
neighbors or relatives, éuppﬁer agents and the cooperative’s authorities. .

Comparisons of farmers decision on the selection of feed concentrate were significantly
different at 0.05 level between thbse with accessibility to irrigation water, size of pasture land,
duration of available fresh fodder, length of time in dairy farming career, number of the trade’ brands |
that had been used, quality of the feed needed, total number of the cattle and milk yield per month.

The recommendations from the study were : 1) For to be feed companies to be sucessful in
sell ma.négement the following to be considered : 1.1) quality the feed concentrate 1.2) physical
quality, 1.3) services of suppliers, 1.4) services of the cooperatives and milk collection center
1.5) promotional services from suppliers and 1.6) advices from respectable persons and
2) Improving sell management by considering the raising condition of the farmers in order to offer

choices of option to satisfy the farmers needs.
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