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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the ways to develop
economy values in organizing local traditions using the sufficiency economy
philosophy: case study of Lat Yai Sub-district Municipality, Muang District,
Chaiyaphum Province. Questionnaire, focus group discussion and in-depth interviews
were the instruments used to: 1) find the ways to develop the economy values for
living according to the sufficiency economy philosophy of the community in the Lat
Yai Sub-district Municipality, Muang Chaiyaphum District, Chaiyaphum Province, 2)
investigate the ways to develop economy values in organizing local traditions using
the sufficiency economy philosophy by the participation of the stakeholders in the

local community.
The results reveled as follows.

On the whole, there were 28.60 percent of people in Lat Yai Sub-district
Municipality having economical ways of living using the sufficiency economy
philosophy while 71.40 percent of them lived life without economical ways of living
by the sufficiency economy philosophy. When considering on each aspect, it was
found that the households borrowed most of the equipment from the temple and
the village for organizing traditions as of 78 percent while 22 percent of them did
not. Secondly, 41 percent of people used local herbs as herbal medicines while 59
percent did not. In addition, 33 percent planted vegetables for consumption while
67 percent of households did not. Moreover, 28 percent of households raised
animals for consumption but 72 percent of them did not. Also, 27 percent of the
community helped each other in the organization of the community traditions while
73 percent did not, and 25 percent of households used local materials for organizing

traditional events to reduce costs, but 75 percent did not. Also, 20 percent of



households produced equipment for traditional ceremonies while 80 percent of
them did not. Furthermore, 15 percent of households produced dishwashing liquid
and shampoo on their own while 85 percent did not, and 11 percent of households
saved water, electricity and fuel while 89 percent did not. Finally, 8 percent of
households reduced unnecessary expenditures to spend on local traditional activities
while 92 percent did not.

According to focus group discussion and in-depth interviews, it was found that
the economy values of the villagers in organizing local traditions according to the
sufficiency economy philosophy of both villages were similar in the aspects of
reducing costs, increasing income and savings. When organizing the traditional
ceremonies, the cost of alcoholic beverages was reduced. They also borrowed items
like tents, tables, chairs and crockery. For the materials such as fresh vegetables and
meat, they bought from local people directly without passing through the
middleman. So, this helped them save a lot of money. For the entertainment, not
having it was the best. The villagers also shared cooking materials to help each other

and they also helped each other in organizing the place for the ceremony as well.
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