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SARAN MAHASUPAP : THE CONSTRUCTION OF GAY IDENTITY IN GAY

CONTEMPORARY AUTOBIOGRAPHY. ADVISOR : CHUTIMA

PRAGATWUTISARN, Ph. D, , CO-ADVISOR : SURADECH
CHOTIUDOMPANT, Ph. D., |3% pp-

The objectives of this thesis are to analyze the construction of identity in gay
contemporary autobiographies and to examine the limit of coming out process based on
Eurocentric biases that ignore various dimensions of becoming gay in Third world. Moreover,
this study is to explore and study the cultural and political movements of gay people in
different spaces. In so doing, this study selects three autobiographies for discussion, namely
Becoming a Man, Before Night Falls and Busterfly Boy.

The study shows the process of constructing gay identity through life story.
According to the thought of performativity, story plays crucial parts in building gay identity.
Situated in a variety of cultural and geographical spaces, gay identities are therefore a
complex nexus of various factors including gender and sexuality, ethnicity and class.
Narrating self’s identity also demonstrates the process of development of gay beginning with
childhood to adolescence and finally to the moment of coming out of the closet as well as life
after emerging from the closet. The study also reveals how heterosexual society with its
tradition constructs the negative meaning of being gay and how those gay writers not only

criticize but also challénge both narmative and traditional cultures for survival.

The study therefore represents differences of constructive and convoluting gay
identitics. Three selected autobiographies -are crucial to understand how gay identities are

performatively constructed.

Department :....Comparative Literature. ........  Student's Signature : /IZ /%4 A
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This theory of autobiography assumes an ontological and integumentary relationship of
interiority to bodily surface and bodily surface to text as well as the identity (synonymy)
of the I before the text, the I of narrator, and the I of the narrated subject (Smith, 1998:

108).
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Narrative performativity constitutes interiority. That is, interiority or self that is said to be
prior to the autobiographical expression or reflection is an effect of autobiographical

storytelling (Smith, 1998: 109).
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The theories seem to derive from certain underlying assumptions that: that man’s
and woman’s. ways, of experiencing the world-and-the-self -and their relationship to
language and to institution of literature are identical or that woman’s autobiographies
because-they emanate from-lives. of -culturally- insignificant. people- are themselves
culturally insignificant or that woman’s autobiographies, because they may not inscribe
an andromatic paradigm of selthood are something other than real autobiography; or that
autobiography is fundamentally a male generic contract (Smith, 1987: 167 cited in

Marcus, 1994: 230).
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Jump- cut t01990; two day after Thanksgiving. Still-back and blue from Stevie
dying, hardly back a week from Normandy, I drove up the coast past Zuma, then headed

inland up to the old Mulholland drive (Monette, 2004: 19). (Lﬁfﬂ%@ﬂ’ﬂiﬁﬂﬂéﬁﬂﬂ)

And then one day the fever broke and didn’t come back... Here I’'m counting
on Bobby’s disjointed memory of the crisis and its passing, since on this episode [ am

more amnesiac than usual (Monette, 2004: 25). (Lﬁu%}ﬂﬂjiniﬂﬂﬁlﬁﬂu)
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But at least I know why I became unhinged, a quarter century later, as |
took Roger’s temperature over and over before the crash landed with AIDS (Monette,
2004: 85). (tiudenuInedidiou)
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The End: I thought I was going to die in the winter of 1987. For months on end
I have been having terrible fevers. I finally went to a doctor and he told me I had AIDS.
Feeling worst everyday, I bought a plain ticket (from New York) to Miami and decided
to die close to the sea. Not exactly in Miami but at the beach. However, due to some
diabolic bureaucracy, everything we desire seems. to be slow in coming, even death

(Arenas' 2000: ix). (iudoAI U Tnedtou)
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My erotic technique, I fear, hadn’t improved much since the hurricane days with
Kite. We took turns lying on the floor, the one on top poking his dick between the
bottoms one legs and getting some friction going. That and a lot of sucking. I think I
probably old enough to shoot, if I’d only know how, but Richie was still a few paces
behind, not quite to border of adolescence. Thus he was fascinated by wispy bush of hair
that has started in my crotch, as well as by the veiny straight-up member I was sporting,
three times the size of his, in my thirteenth summer. Barely twelve, Richie’s own
equipment was still a little boy’s, poking straight out with its gumdrop head, not yet able

to lift and flare like cobra (Monette, 2004: 51).

My sexual activity was all with animals. First there were the hen, then the goats
and the sows. And after I grow up some more the mares. To fuck a mare was generally a
collective operation. All of us boy would get up on a rock to be the right height for the
animal and we would savor that pleasure: it was a warm hole and, to us, without end.
[...] My cousin and I play doctor behind the bed and, because of some strength medical
procedure I can’t remember, we always ended up naked and embracing each other

(Arenas, 2000:10-11).
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[...] The only part I don’t like about is that my lover gets horny and fucks me
dry as soon as he peels out my pants off. Even though I am numb with alcohol the

session are still uncomfortable and painful (Gonzalez, 2006: 104).
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I'read an older version of Becoming a Man so when I finished I actually thought
there was a chance 1 could meet the author of this: wonderful  semi-autobiography.
Unfortunately, when I read Borrowed Time, I discovered Paul Monette had died of AIDS
in 1995. I cried. I had finally found in Becoming a Man someone I felt I could truly
empathize with, could truly relate to. While Paul and I come from different states,
economic backgrounds and generations, his book showed me the similarily of our
emotions while making me believe I could lead a fulfilling life as an openly gay man.
That was two years ago. I still continue in my struggle today but at least I know I

am not alone in my fight. Thank you, Paul. (tudona1u Taedidieu)
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This novel represents a lot of things to a lot of different people, who relate to it
on different levels. I myself relate to it in a number of ways -- as a great
autobiography, an extended coming-of-age tale, a look into the gay past -- but I
think for me one of the most special aspects is that Paul Monette and I grew up in
the same home town. Andover, Massachusetts, plays a prominent role in this book
and as a resident, I got chills during certain parts, times when I could see and feel
the scenes he is describing all so well. The old crumbling cemeteries, the staid
wooden Colonial homes with their old money residents, the men at the Andover Spa
-- all of it's there. Of course, Paul Monette grew up in Andover long before my time,
but it hasn't changed so much. Besides, it's the pain I could relate to. (Lﬁusﬁ'amm

Taedidion)
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Cultural imperialism...[is] the decision made by one group that another shall be
cut off from their past, shall be kept from the power of memory, context, continuity. This
is why lesbian, meeting, need to tell and retell stories like the ones in this book. In the
absence of the books we need, the knowledge of women whose lives were like our own,
an oral tradition- here set down on the paper- has sustained us. Those stories, which bring
us together and which also confirm each of us the path and the meaning of her individual

journey, are like sometimes- too often- of death without rebirth.

I'keep thinking about power. The intuitive flash of power that “coming out” can
give: [ have-an indestructible-memory of walking along particular-block in New York
City, the hour after I acknowledged to myself that I love a woman, feeling invincible. For
the first time in my life | experienced sexuality as clarifying my mind instead of hazing it
over; that passion, once named, flung a long, imperative beam of light into my future. I
knew my life was decisively and forever different; and that change felt me like power

(Penelope and Wolf, 1999: xii).
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Everybody else had a childhood, for one thing- where they were coaxed and
coached and taught all the shorthand. Or that’s how it always seemed to me,
eavesdropping my way through twenty-five years, filling in the story of the straight
man’s lives. First they had their shinning boyhood, which made them strong and psyched
them up for the leap across the chasm to adolescence, where the real rite of manhood

began. [...]

[...] And every year they leaped further ahead, leaving me in the dust with all
my doors closed, and each with a new and better deadbolt. Until I was twenty-five, I was
the only man I knew who had no story at all. I’d long since accepted the fact that nothing
had ever happened to me and nothing ever would. That’s how the closet feels, once you

ever made your nest in it and learned to call it home. [....]

[...] I speak for no one else here...Yet I’ve come to learn that stories add up to
the same imprisonment. The self-delusion of uniqueness the festering pretense that we
are the same-as they are. The-gutting of all our passions-till-we are bunches of eunuchs
our zones of pleasure in enemy hands. Most of all, the ventriloquism, the learning how to

pass for straight. Such obedient slave we make with such tidy room-(Monette, 2004: 1-2).
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Andna asvzmiv1dan

“Homo, homo, homo,” Vinnie kept repeating, accompanying each taught with a
savage rabbit punch. The victim pleaded, terrified but trying not to cry. It was Austin
Singer, a meek, nervous kid who was always working too hard to make friends; the son
of math teacher at Phillip Academy. He vigorously denied the homo charge, choking it
out between punches, which only made Vinnie angrier. How he growled at two of his

mick henchboys, who pinned poor Austin’s face to the wall (Monette, 2004: 35).
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According to my cousin I sounded like a maricon, a sissy. I could only imagine
what my father thought when I hit those high, shrilly notes (Gonzalez, 2006: 90). ....

“He’s so stupid,” my brother said. My father was drinking a beer at the kitchen
table while my mother cooked. “Look at this stupid game he plays.” My brother pulled
out a bandanna and performed the knot trick. He showed it to my father. “Dolls!” he

exclaimed (Gonzélez, 2006: 94).
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But one day, while the anatomy teacher was repeating her litany, one of my
classmates sat next to me and with absolutely diabolic sincerity said, “Look, Reinaldo,
you are a faggot. Do you know what a faggot is? It’s a man who likes other men. A

faggot, that’s what you are” (Arenas, 2000: 38).
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inexorable degrees does the love that dares not speak its name build walls instead, till a house is

nothing but closets.” (Monette, 2004: 54)
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At twenty-seven | thought I was uniquely fucked-up for having choked so long
in the closet. But my belated journey through the minefields of the bedroom gave me
abundant proof that the fear of connection and openness crossed all borders — men and
women, gays and straight. And just getting into bed with somebody wasn’t the magic
solution, because people could hide their terrors in pure technique — depersonalizing so

completely the body embraced that they felt nothing at all (Monette, 2004: 253).

< 1 4 1 { a v 1 d
memaﬂLan%ﬂinmmmnmaamam 27 ?Jﬁmmgfm‘lJﬂ‘iJmWﬁﬁmWﬂJ’e)muuU’mﬂu

9

oA ) = e & = VY A Y Ay
Uszaumsain Ivaiie madamediauiudlununiauaeinezdnduanizn Inaiied'lé
dy [ Y 1 X d‘ [ a LY 1 (% A A
uon1niv1de 1811991509519 89 M aNed1a U NI NITUAAIRIA UK 0
o Y] P 9 o A [ 3 I o A 1
madunusndlu ldamanudssnisvesdinunsonisnaond ot unisnszinn li
1 A E&] o 1 = a Y
noldnailsz Temisula mmndinandsdunaaslisudianidtzvoams lalamediaulu

¢ <
gmxmﬂm@ﬂmm

' I a o o 1 & d o o A Yyd 2 Y o o
6EJ"I\‘]lliﬂﬂﬂizﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂ@ﬂ ‘LliJ’ﬂ!,‘lJ‘LlﬂiZmuﬁ1ﬂﬂl%&£ﬁ@ﬁ1ﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂmﬂﬂ

g

Y
a 2 o a o v o ] a
yoauuraalumsilamediau msdlawmediauiuinizuaasliiiudsnnuniagiluany

3 s adyy
iThand anumagiinld
@ [ J ] Y 1w v A wa o [ @ A a o

anvazaananazmv idinugaludadilseiamdludiauaz uan Tuvazimsilamediny

o = @ = 9 o v W ST 4
sunnmsdameiiaudsianudryiuanuiuiluenlugiuzing

J a 4 1 a a ' o w 2 o a
Tuindglininoue 1w e nie axauewsm lulaldanudyvesmsitlamedinuluga

4 H
vosilvanyanamniu uadeldanudinyludiuvesnsounsa nie gurn Aed1eniuaas



43

9 ] v A

Y I < z;‘ ° J U= a Y A
Glﬁlﬁuﬁluﬂiglﬂuuulﬂﬂﬂ']\isb'ﬂlfﬂu o ﬂ']ﬂﬁ'nsl]f]\1ﬂ@u“]ﬂ’]laﬁaluﬂ’]ﬁ!a1ﬂ¢]ﬂ’]3!ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁ@u°ﬂ

[ [

Fanalinnudnaiumelevssniounsa

g

I will never know because I came out to myself many years after she died. My
mother never knew me as a gay man and I never knew her as the mother of a gay son. |

can only search for clues and wonder (Gonzélez, 2006: 185).
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But gradually, he said, "I [Monette] became hungry about leaving a record," and
he [Monette] became even more motivated by the anti-homosexual rhetoric of
conservative politicians and fundamentalist religious leaders. ... "If I don't leave my
record of myself," he said, he feared that future generations would be left with a distorted

picture and "won't know, what-we went through" (Esther B, Fein 1992: 1-2).
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I started writing my memoirs in the notebook that Juan had brought me. Under
the title “Before Night Falls” I would write all day until dark, waiting for the other
darkness that would come when the police eventually found me. I had to hurry to get my
writing done before my world finally darkened, before I was thrown into jail,. That
manuscript, of course, was lost, as was almost everything I had written in Cuba that I had
not been able to smuggle out, but at the time, writing it all down was a consolation; it
was a way of being with my friends when I was no longer among them (Arenas, 2000:

173).
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37% of the total male population has had at least some overt homosexual experience to
the point of orgasm, since the onset of adolescence.

50% of the male who remained single till age 35 have had overt homosexual experience
to the point of orgasm.

8 % of male were exclusively homosexual for at least 3 years between ages of 16 and 55
4% of male were exclusively homosexual throughout their lives. (Kinsey cited in

Miller, 2006:-227)
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My grandfather drove me to the psychologist, a tall, neatly primped woman who
kept peeling her eyelids back after every other sentence she spoke. Her suggestion, after
less than an hour of talking to us, was that I should be thoroughly evaluated at a
professional facility. My grandfather didn’t even wait to leave the office before he went
off on a tirade.

“All this talk is useless,” he said. “Can’t you just give him some pills or something?
What kind of a doctor are you? I’ll be damned if I’'m going to waste anymore time on this
kid. If he’s that damaged then take him outside and bash his head in with a rock!”

(Gonzélez, 2006: 107).

His name was Cantwell. Mid-twenties, a preppie jock with a brush mustache,
relentlessly straight in demeanor and groomed to the teeth. I think I was one of his first
private clients — twenty dollars a session, as I remember. I sat there rigid with terror,
responding in monosyllables. “I gather you’ve been depressed,” he said (Monette, 2004:

232).
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Moreover, all the rulers of the world, that reactionary class always in power, and
the powerful within any system, must feel grateful to AIDS because a good part of the
marginal population, whose only aspiration is to live and who therefore oppose all dogma
and political hypocrisy, will be wiped out (Arenas, 2000: xvii).
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In the decade of AIDS calamity I’ve come to see the church of the Polish pope
as a sort of Greenwich Mean of moral rot — thus in my small way returning the

compliment of Sturmfithrer Ratzinger. Hardly a week goes by that we don’t hear from
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the pope’s minions in the colonies - O’Conner in New York, Mahony in L.A. —
spewing their misogyny and homophobia, delirious with triumph that sex finally equals

death (Monette, 2004: 33).
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Liberace happiness — maybe fat, maybe thin. But always a sissy and always

smiling.

But then Liberace died on February 4, 1987, and that was just the beginning of

his tragedy. The country coroner made the cause public: AIDS-RELATED DEATH.

The end of my hero was one big disappointment (Gonzalez, 2006: 153).
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Diseases are natural phenomena, and everything natural is imperfect and can
somehow be fought and overcome. But AIDS is a perfect illness because it is so alien to
human nature and has as its function to destroy life in the most cruel and systematic way.
Never before has such a formidable calamity affected mankind. Such diabolic perfection
makes one ponder the possibility that human beings may have had a hand in its creation

(Arenas, 2000: xvii).
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But Vatican II castrated itself, and the rosy 60’s are no more. A new inquisition
is in full cry, let by the rabid dog in brocade, Cardinal Ratzinger of the Curia, the
malevolent divine who laid down the law that loving gay was a matter of “intrinsic evil”

(Monette, 2004:25).
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Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination

(Leviticus 18:22).
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But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom,
compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter

(Genesis 19:4).

And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in

to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them (Genesis: 19:5).

And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both

small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door (Genesis: 19:11).
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"I grieve for you, Jonathan my brother; dear and delightful you were to me;

your love for me was wonderful, surpassing the love of women."

'Y o "o A o 9 y Y Ad v i v 3 o .
1141’?3&],&!?{11!1]ﬁuuﬂquﬁﬂlWﬁ!ﬂﬂ')ﬂu GU'E]ﬂ'J'I‘JJ‘U'I\“IﬁuuﬂJu"U'E]ﬂ')'l?J‘V]LL?f@Qiﬂlﬁu'ﬁ]ﬂ’lﬂﬂfﬂﬁ]u?’l

a 091} IS 9 o [ = @ 1 Y o w Y 2 a
l,mﬂumﬂ%umﬂugmiQmﬁﬁmuziﬂmﬁmamu L!,G]‘WEJ'IEI'I?JLLET?\TV]'l@]')llil,ﬂﬂ\‘]ﬁ'luagﬂﬂﬂﬂ

{ ' J o’os.z’ @ < 1 o 1 a 09:
mﬁﬁmuzmamu”ﬁ “lueumzﬁ ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂgﬁulﬂﬂuuﬂﬁ‘]JL‘PT“L!'J'Iﬂ'Iﬂa'I’Jellﬂ\‘ll,ﬂ’)ﬂﬂﬂ'liWGIfHHLLﬁﬂ\‘]

Q

< a 1 { [
IR UDIATNINTZ N DA 801

Y
% o %

] 3 = < ad < o . Aa 1 [ Y
'EJEJN‘II,iﬂﬂfﬂiﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬁiuﬂimﬂuﬂlﬂﬂWﬁ% iJﬂ‘iuuﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂuuuﬁﬂhlﬂllﬁzﬂﬂﬁﬁl@ﬁéﬂ
Y
' 1 a v S 1 Aa A 1 a o ' a
llllul,g]j Gluﬁ’)uﬂlf]ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬂ'lﬂﬁ'lﬁu'luuﬂEN’C’N@ﬂﬁWﬁiﬁlllﬂﬁM1%ﬂluﬁ\1ﬂﬂJ Lm%ﬂ'ﬁ)@ﬂﬁiuﬂ'l‘iﬁ]i
[ 1w (% a QSJI o w va 4 4 a o
INABAIFINGUININAIABINY dUAA TAnuIgnTsuATIaIAYy lulseIamanTindomsnu
1 A a ad 4 ] A = .
NA1IA MIIANTTN WUNTI 1WA (Matthew Sheppard) mwuu“lummmsm (Laramie)

9 9
[ a [ o @ v g
Nﬁiﬂubjﬂﬂ\i 'f)‘LliJ']Eﬂ']ﬂﬁuﬁ@ﬂ]flﬂﬂ’]ﬁlﬂaﬂﬂ‘]ﬁ (hate crime) m@;mﬁﬂiﬁuﬁluﬂiﬂﬁuuauﬂu

' [ 9

7 o & 1 Y A ad g ¥
L‘Viﬁ!ﬂﬁﬂ!“I/I!,‘UEJ']‘IJ’JQ_II%JﬂuGluﬁQﬂiJLﬂu@EJNMTﬂ PIYNITMNIINIYUDN LGI)'V‘Il,Wﬁﬂ AIYNIIYNFOU

9
@ o a L4

= Yo 4 v tf/} o 13 o A @ J @
wazda BAnuihsy  dgdadaumetiuivandumsnszindwia imamsaiaanandeng
I ~ o vAa 4 ‘g Y I =X a o A T W ~ o 4
Wunvadr ludlseiaenaasnd Imriudwafvesdaauniaenguinineag Iy 119N15 0]
[ 1 9 o [ < Qy o @ Aa o A =1 o
asnan lagnihinssassailunnazassudiiguesnamsazasomsng 1509 @150 1509
o I (] 4 o o o
(Laramie Project) OWIUNAUNITULWUTU09 Nootard 1AW IUY (Moisés Kaufmann) L@

Yo Y 33| = 3
"lmumiﬂmmauﬂumwwmm 4 7133

UONINAITAUDI LUNTD 1Y DNAIDI NIV INITHINNTTUNAAINNT

o

= v Vo = v A 2Ada o . o A 2
INAYAWINYUINNALAYINU AD IMANIANTIN 81378 Uan (Harvey Milk) Tuiua 10 NHAINYU

1 [

' a 8% 1 o I d o 4
f.7. 1978 ﬂ?ﬁ???ﬂTiLﬁ@ﬂ“ﬁWUNﬁTucﬂﬁIﬂ mG;ﬂﬁﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂi;ﬂ’;ﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂﬁmmﬂmﬁuﬁm

Y
Y 1

< [ 1w @ 1 < v a Jo IS o w
Tdiunisindgatedenguinmaidonuedruiiuldde dJadiuiuiniuyanadinglu

va 4 o @ o J @ @ a 1
dszdaenaasindnlasumasadnluinulussnansvessylussauduimsvesduaialag

U

a 9 @ a o .
(Castro) 11QNBINSounULIBNINANUAS Y uloss uNs T InTag tan 199 (Dan White)

9

a [ { o 1 :JI o
E{U'H'1’?13539’!‘U€1\1ﬁﬂWQWHiuﬁWﬁTﬂﬂTﬁ!ﬁﬂﬁ Halﬂ@ﬁlﬂﬂﬂTﬁmWﬁﬂ‘i'ﬁlluulﬂumﬁllﬁﬂﬂﬂWi

= [ 1w 2 Y [l 3 o :JI dy @ o =
INAYATINQUINIWALAYINU 'é)ElNlliﬂﬂ Wifﬂfn'ﬁmcluﬂ3\1uﬂa‘U‘UTLHJﬁ1ﬂ!lﬂ$ﬂ@ﬂﬂi$uﬁﬁ1uﬂ

1w = @ d v A do ~ = aa o 1 o
YoanquinimefeIny tlormadaduld lidigniiesaesiuazidenednuinsgiing
4 a A Y a a a
CJJ'IGIﬂS311ax‘lulﬂﬂ'3t’lﬁ1lﬁ§]ﬂ']iﬂu@"IWTﬁ‘lJﬂgﬂuﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂ'n%ﬂﬂ%]w{ﬂﬂﬂﬂ (Mount, 1999: 33) W@
v A 1 a o 1w @ a L4 a
%Wf‘lﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂﬁu"llﬂ\iﬂ']aﬂ’f)clﬁ}!ﬂﬂf]Wiwmiﬂﬁ‘ﬁllﬁ}u‘UﬁNﬂﬁ]3JiﬂLWﬁlaﬂjﬂuﬂu!ﬂﬂ!ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂ!uﬂﬂﬂ

dounazmsdzngiuedngunsisznInngusminaAsfui UM uTnua UM



59

E4 v v
2 9Y v A o A

1 a [ 4
ﬂ'lﬁ']?"lﬂ']ilﬁ’f)\i msﬂzmuazmmmuiuﬂimi wluyo A ﬂuGUENﬂWiﬁ]a']%all’Nl (White
. . [} = [ ~ a Aad v 1 Yo o Yo
Night Riot) FUAIINUNTUUDILNNT? s e L‘Viﬁ]fﬂiﬂ!ﬂ\?ﬂa"I’JVlﬂﬁ‘UﬂTi’ﬂﬂ%Hlelﬂi‘U
Y] 3 ¢ A ~ 9 o W [ 4 4
msaautasdumweunsises Mik 14l 2008 A28NANUNMTMIAVVDY N LIUA LYIA (Gus
o o 4 { 4 { o
Van Sant) uaz”lé’fms*mamwaumﬂamﬁﬂﬂummmmmwfmmﬂﬂmﬁﬂmmzmﬁmmam

1 4 [
theane ileiounuA T 2009

= 9 J 1

1 AAA [ = [ Y @ [ S o I [ =
ﬂﬂull’ﬂ’t]ﬂ@ﬂuﬁﬂﬂqu’iﬂlwmﬂﬂ’lﬂu‘ﬂzaﬂu@ﬂﬁdiu‘ﬂﬁ]‘ﬂqﬂu Maudnsniududasn

U

9
1 (%

= @ = [ [ aa q Y ' o = [ o Yo
WamenuNaNININAAYINY ﬁmmfuﬂiwmamnmamﬂﬂwﬂqmmwmﬂﬂmuuu”lmu

Q

A aa o [ 1 o < ' I 1 1
ansioadirssaulumaaniuzuuuina g audus 1venquIng lunsuaILee1NgN

qul IS :I 1 @ @ oa.z’ [ o a {
nranevuduaiiounisaendinnuniguiueImanIing auiumauinidaimnionied
wianunqusnmamaedny ludwden unsiau a.a. 2009 nqusnmsiaiuluansgowsm
' ' o o 9 dy Y Y ~ .. &
N8I audinsugegiloanasanuanal lulszaua Proposition 8 TunN133UT0IN3
: v 2 oy X Ao q 9 o 9 a g
UANIUYRINGUS INAIALAN Y Aaem s liToyani Inauluguyiunlaka wonaini ms
1 o ~ o a A . A A Y/ 1
panuInangunInatlaigtveosauazilithiumann 10 Benedict X) NMItuilynin
7 g 1 Y = an oA ° ' o
wypdluTantiazegionlalusaassui 21 Imauderfemisissausglunsouvessnarams

@ <3 o B o 1
?’N%%lﬂu1%ﬂ1ﬂ51ﬂﬁ$!§ﬂﬂﬁﬁ1uﬂ"lﬂ’] BBC "uauHaN

What is often expressed and signified with the word 'gender' leads to the human
auto-emancipation from creation and from the Creator. The human being wants to make
himself on his own and to decide always and exclusively by himself about what concerns
him...."But, in so doing, the human being lives against the truth and against the Spirit
creator. Rain forests deserve, yes, our protection but the human being - as a creature
which contains-a message that -is-not in. contradiction- with his freedom but is the
condition of his freedom - does not deserve it less."
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“In regard to homosexual deviations, their character was determined to be
socially pathological. There remained, indisputable, the militant principle of rejecting and
of not permitting in any form these manifestations or their propagation” (Congreso, 1971:

10, cited in Ocasio, 2002: 86).
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It was 1963, and the persecution of homosexual was getting worse. Many of
Rafael Bolivar’s friends had already been sent to one of the UMAP [Military Units for
Aid to Production] congentration camps, but I was not yet a confirmed homosexual. I had

no sexual involvement with anybody and was very repressed [...] (Arenas, 2000: 69).
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In most cases, without the benefit of any sort of judicial process, individuals
judged to be in need of rehabilitation because of their improper revolutionary attitudes
were taken to camps, put to work, and offered indoctrination. The camps were set up to
deal with every variety of “delinquency,” i.e. with people who did not go along with
authorities in the matter of job assignment, place to work, style of clothing, and so on...
The people carted off to UMAP included youths who show “too much concern” with

their personal appearance (Long hair, colorful clothing, etc); they were said to be victim
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of “la enfermedad (the disease) or of “cultural imperialism.” And homosexuals were

high on the list of those requiring rehabilitation. Other victims were neighborhood people
with “bad reputation” in the eyes of local block committees, which were euphemistically
called Committee for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR) ... Homosexuals became
their victims. Indeed, for gay people, and probably for dissidents and nonconformists of
many stripes, the CDR’s became hated institution, a kind of secret backyard police

(Young, 1981:22, cited in Ocasio, 2002: 85).
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In Cuba gays were not confined to a specific area of a club or beach. Everybody
mingled and there was no division that would place the homosexual in the defensive.
This has been lost in more advanced societies, where the homosexual has had to become
a sort of sexual recluse and separate himself from the supposedly nonhomosexual
society, which undoubtedly also excludes him. Since such divisions did not exist in
Cuba, the interesting aspect of homosexuality there was that you did not have to be a

homosexual to have a relationship with a man; a man could have intercourse with another
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man as an ordinary act. In the same way, a real gay who liked another gay could easily
go out and live with him. But the gay who liked real macho men could also find one who
wanted to live or be friend with him, without in any way interfering with the heterosexual
life of that man. It was not the norm for one queer to go to bed with another queer;
“she” would look for a man to fuck “her” who would get pleasure as the

homosexual being fucked (Arenas, 2000: 105). (Li’fﬂ%@ﬂﬂﬂi%éﬁ%ﬂ)

At the police station they asked me if | was a homosexual and I said yes; then
they asked me if I was active or passive and I took the precaution if saying that I was
passive. A friend of mine who said he played active role was not allowed to leave; he had
told the truth, but the Cuban government did not look upon those who took the active
male role as real homosexuals. They were walking in front of them to see if it was

queer (Arenas, 2000: 281). (Lﬁu‘fljﬂﬂ’smiﬂﬂéﬁ%}ﬂ)
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Nothing prevents a homosexual from professing revolutionary ideology, and,
consequently, exhibiting a correct political position. In case, he should not be considered
politically negative. And yet, we would never come to believe that a homosexual could
embody the conditions and requirements of conduct that would enable us to consider him
a true Revolutionary, a true Communist militant. A deviation of that nature clashes with

the concept we have to what a militant Communist should be (Miller, 2006: 458).
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Quickly dissatisfied with my performance, my grandfather grabbed the hoe
away from me and beat me repeatedly with the metal end. Each time the blade made
contact I felt I was being branded with a hot poker.

At the moment of the beating, all the other beatings came back to haunt me, as if

the pain were stimulating memory (Gonzalez, 2006: 74).
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I wanted to be a girl because I wanted to do girl things: comb my long hair, sit
on the back of the pickup truck and whisper secrets, and washed dishes and sick my
tongue out at the boys when I caught glimpse of them playing ball through the window
over the sink. All the boy activities just seemed like too much work (Gonzalez, 2006:

90).
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That was at Andover Playhouse, two doors up from the Catholic Church, which
was cheek by jowl with the Boston& Maine depot. The story were nothing happens takes
place here for twenty years, in Andover Massachusetts, a country town then, now a
suburb of Boston. Founded in 1644 by whey-faced Puritans, all of whom seem to have

ancestors down to the present age, cheeks hollow from sucking pennies. The only thrill
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they allowed themselves was the chafe of the woolen they wore, winter and summer

(Monett, 2004: 6)

I almost never missed a Sunday all the way through sixth grade, and got
confirmed besides. I like to think I was always a closet atheist, but for a while at least |
went along with the others. I hadn’t started having it out with Catholics yet, except for a

small encounter with Maidie Lynch. (Monette, 2004: 13)

Y Yy v < PR =] ) ' A s & I = T
nnveanudduziiulan Tumaeideed e weulanes suilulosiiiniuyu
A 1 Y] 1 @ < = a [~ A ~ A
woelulnannveadwnlain Tumiaussoeninioiunave a1 uiutinananudenia
o ] 1 Y A dy e S o A 1 [
maudaiveglusinmiveures uennnil Tudadunalunseunirnmsandalumain
I~ 1 a 4 o a J 1 3 <3 4
Wuedrann maaumal Tuasnniuernaduny lildvavesuniuazdoulduanuie
I [~ [ a [ 1 qﬂj I 4 1a Y]
lumauvesnsounia Tuiaue a1 iy uesAaegiaye Nauiiunduenia lifavz iy
A rTa A o AA < A 1 ] a
demaulaug ansnavesnsavasINNalszau ST auIdINanonNAALAT ALY
A A 3 A ' = o a A o ] Y
wovouw auluigamnrelumauusudoinumngnauoug luaseunss o1ana1nlan
A a v o Y A I [ v A 1
aNINAVDIATDUATIN ANV FoN M auInaredluilaveraniuunuined1aninlums
o aa v A I a o o Ao Y S o ¥ IS
MarIaveu luduan ansenwamauntiuiuinadagy i 1 lutiadiaesdntams

anuzvosauesluguzing

] a o d < 1 4 ] Q Aa v a

TugaFiaduan ludamuseis1ausImIsnumonluiosgnasomsnu- suRou

1 4 (] LY 4 1Y) 1
wwn lav (Kite)  egrave  anuyeuwenazawlisauludveslan ldwanunliqg
o w aa A 1 t4 o A < 1
mamsalddy lusiavesnae mytdaaddssersualmaunanuimeouye e Tuting

d v 1 dyl ' :JI = = [ ] o U o qu 3

mamsaiainaniin lanvagnimneuszlmaduius luih tagnnmamisaiasiives

< 1 a v W ' o o J v = o < 1
WANAUNU I HENM T FNA TS ous19az AN FURUS D UmenAIf e Tualdian

A v v v A L} Y Y 3 A ~ = Y
BN 1TINMITAUATNULIDUT NIIYAIWNUATILINUDIVTENDLVIDEY LW 6 1l Lﬁ]ﬂﬂ'ﬂ

Kite was taking a leak in bushes. His eyes locked on mine, that superior patient
smile again, and [ was lost. The stream dribbled to drops, and he shook it, but didn’t pull
it back in his pants. Ducked instead through the broken window of the toolshed. I
followed, shedding my A’s like a chrysalis. He yanked my pants down, and we rubbed

our two hard weenies together. Neither of us any bigger than the first joint if my little
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finger, hairless and nothing to shoot. But I was hooked on pleasure from that day on

(Monette, 2004:22)
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When Kite announced he had a boner, we unzipped our flies and waggled our
weenies, snickering. No big deal. I had enough self-control not to break out the Kama

Sutra with parents in earshot. But I left the light off and the door open.
“What’re you boys doing?”

The scald of my mother’s querulous voice seared the dwindling day with
judgment. In an instant our two flies were zipped, and I swung around and said,
“Nothing.” She stood there silent, making me squirm, but neither of us spoke an other

word.

In the next two days, the squirm became a way of life, as I filled up every silence
in the household with bright chatter. My mother-and I-avoided being alone together, but I
could feel the edge of her preoccupation. My nervous happy-talk was a frantic attempt to
make an unspoken deal, that we both forger the whole: thing. Was she torturing me by
letting me swing by my own grinning rope? Did she even remotely understand that her
damning silence was turning sex into something strangely private, just between her and

me? (Monette, 2004: 28) (iiudonuTaod 1)
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3.1.2 “owngmananenilung” 11 Before Night Falls
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My grandparents’ home was full of their very pregnant daughters or crying kids
like me. The world of my childhood was filled with abandoned women, the only man in
that house was my grandfather. My grandfather had been a Don Juan, but now he was a
bald, old man. He did not talk with God as my grandmother did; he talked to himself.

Sometimes he would look up to the heavens and swear. (Arenas, 2000: 4)
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Behind the well, I saw my grandfather; he was bathing naked, dumping buckets
of water over his head. When all of sudden my grandfather turned, I realized how huge
his testicles were: I had never seen anything like it. He had a prominent penis but his
testicles were exceptionally large and hairy. I went back home without the water; the
sight of my naked grandfather had disturbed me. For a long time afterward I watched
over my mother; in my imagination I saw her being possessed by him, and him raping
her with his big penis and huge testicles. I want to do something to help her but could
not. In all honesty, I didn’t know whether I was jealous because of my mother or because
of my grandfather. Perhaps it was a multiple jealousy. (Arenas, 2000: 13)
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My first sexual intercourse (though incomplete) with a person was not with any

of those boys but with my Dulce Maria, my cousin, the one who also ate dirt like me.

My cousin and T played doctor behind the bed and, because of some strange
medical procedure I can’t remember, we always ended up naked and embracing each

other. (Arenas: 2000: 11)
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The following day my mother and [ went to-Arcadio Reyes’s temple, and while
the most powerful mediums in the séance, directed by Arcadio, were circling around us
to deliver us from evil spirits, I felt terribly scared. I thought that one of my eleven aunts,
would fall to the ground, possessed by a spirit, and that right then and there before the
whole town, this spirit would reveal all that Orlando and I had done in the bush (Arenas,

2000: 12)
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I think the splendor of my childhood was unique because it was absolute poverty
but also absolute freedom; put in the open, surrounded by trees, animals, apparitions, and
people who were indifferent toward me. My existence was not even justified,
(Arenas, 2000: 5)

SnwavesnsounsaTmInes annlug1a5insuer iveseusiia Snadande
vinoudaanuaivoun lugmzinduazauaan lwieusuy HaNINL ansNavasnseunia

A 1 o qsz} o o 9 3 A A o o S Y
Lif’)xﬂﬁ”ﬁ]'ﬁ]ﬂﬂ%ﬁuﬁuuﬂﬂuuﬁuﬂiﬁL‘ViLlﬂi$‘1J"J°Llﬂ15bluﬂ13!f‘]'lliﬁ]\?LW’f]HJﬂLNEJG]'J@HLﬂEJnlﬂGL‘L!

D.

%

[ 4 @ @ T I 1 J
FZAVVOIANUNNTINTVIUIINMTNANUVOIFIAY (suffer) 08719 1507 NInATUNITN

U

v 4
o =

Y I ] A 9 A A o B 1 v A A
mmuaimwumuﬂiam&mmﬂmwmaumammm Gmilzummﬂﬂmﬂmiﬂ@meﬂ@w‘lu

v A

vAa < 8 a ¥ a a @ ] v [ qs.:’ 1 1
da3115z a0 TuTiaFUN AT UINDINTNAVDIATOUAT 10819 FAIU 311U 019921 1A
Y Y
dnswavesaseunialusatilsziaeousialiu danseuasrveavniulilddedyana
(Y] 4 z a ] o 9 [ [ I~ [
Tasasandraumndvouuniunaunn ldandan Iunitsassdudiuaseuasindududn

'
A o

1 a o < v @ J J @ a a o J
mmimmm@ﬂﬂﬂﬁ'muﬁﬁﬂ1iﬁ}uwuaﬁaﬂymLﬂﬂﬂlf)damuﬁ HUIAAVDIFIANWUTNUUTUD



85
[ A A @ 3| v A o Y o v YR a a o
W']“Llﬂ'J']iJLG]f’E)‘VI'Nﬂ‘Hﬂa‘UHJHEﬂfﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂﬁ@'ﬁgﬁuﬂ?}ﬂ\iﬂ'ﬂl]Nﬂﬂﬂﬁ“\]ﬂ\ilWﬁﬁﬂ”lU&ﬂﬂ
1 9 ~ A Y A I [ v v W 4 o
UBIAU @1’1)ﬂﬁ'l')llﬂ'3161u ﬁ']!fﬁi{]°|/Iﬂ'311]L“D"ETVIﬂﬂﬂuﬂﬁ’]ﬂﬂ’uﬂuﬂ’ﬂﬁ]ﬂﬁluﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ@@ﬁﬂ]&lﬂ!!ﬂﬂ
09/’ [ A W @ a A= v o A [ ] <
uu@W%LﬂumﬁwguﬁmmmmmSIJfNﬂTUWIEJﬂTENmeNmJ‘VIGmﬂlﬂuﬁlﬁﬂjuuazﬂi’emmmmu

WBHINTLUV YA 10 (Macho)

d
3.2.3 “wodn viyeennwng” 1y Burterfly Boy

a a v o 1 v o w ' @ 33|
@TITJ'Waﬂ5i’]‘]Jﬂ5UHTJ'JTLTJH‘ﬂ"ll"l]fJﬁ"Iﬂfg11!ﬂ"ITVia'f]‘Viﬂf’)llﬁjﬁumﬂﬂﬂﬂucﬁ1laﬁllazlﬂu

]
1 " W

o o q 9 Y v ) A g Y ada Y
ﬁﬂ"lu‘]JUTI‘Vlﬂﬂﬂﬂu‘ﬂﬂLaﬁ"lﬂLiﬂuqﬁlﬂii’)‘]ﬁll’E’NE‘NﬂﬂJ'ﬂMllll‘]Jﬂ’JEJ’EJﬂ@WI‘JJ@]@ﬂailﬁﬂLWﬂsluﬁ\‘lﬂiJ

Q

v Jdo

a a o a o @ 1% A C R B~ v o w
ANAUBINTINU ﬂTi‘].]QﬁllWL!‘ﬁ ']Jﬂii’]ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂu@@%Tﬂﬁgﬂﬁ"l}ﬂﬂﬂ@u‘ﬂﬂlaﬁu‘ﬂjﬂﬂu:ﬂﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂq

2

v

{ < d o 3 Ao a o
ﬁllﬁﬂﬂiﬁlﬁu@@aﬂﬁm@lﬁ’ii’nﬂﬁﬂTEJﬂlﬂQﬂ@u“HTLaﬁiu@Tuglﬂﬂlllﬂ“]fﬂu- BININU

AOUBUAATUIAUTDIIUATOUAT VDUV TAGUBAAINIANH UL VBIATOUAS IV
TagnousamaInI@NINAToUAsIN I IaNaAI90NIANNSNA1INMTTURa S DNDA
A 9 T A [ (% [ (Y] [} 1 9 9 (% ti'd Q'J
nouduaIuionu dnuazasouns ludnyazdinan laazioumnuosnsounsinoasiuluy
I [ <3 Y [ = [ A= [ I
anutumeograriuldduda nousamEa1nInIouAsIveBUINTA Teanua il us e

o S Ao 1
UNTUAIANLUINNNYNU hl%l}'ﬂ

In our family we have never been good at expressing affection when we’re
sober, and there’s never any physical contact — not a handshake, not a hug — and I have
never seen anyone offer a kiss, except for my mother, who’s been dead for over eight
years. (Gonzales, 2006: 8)
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My grandfather was the man with all the confidence and the money to back it
up. My father’s was the loudest voice at the table, but my grandfather’s was the voice
with the fury of a pickaxe. He knew how to chip a person’s confidence down to the size
of a quarry pebble. (Gonzales, 2006: 57) (Lffl.l"lal}@ﬂilmiﬂﬂéﬁlﬂu)
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My grandfather, who acted the role of the patriarch with relentless authority, was
the main culprit. He had been beating my grandmother, had been beating the
grandchildren, and had been threatening to beat his daughter-in-law as well. Much of his
anger had to do with the relief paychecks my mother and my aunt had been guarding
jealously. My grandfather wanted to control the finances exclusively, and he wanted
everyone to hand over the funds to him. After my mother returned from the post office
one afternoon, he made his demands clearly known. My mother clutched her fists to her
chest, tightly clasping the envelope, and refused to comply. (Gonzéles, 2006: 74) iy
Hon11m 1aed90)
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My family came to settle in the southern California desert, in the town
appropriately named Thermal in the predominantly Mexican Coachella Valley 130 miles

south of Los Angeles and 95 miles north o Mexicali and the international border.
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I was born into a culture of work. Since the age of the Bracero Program of the
1940s, the state of Michoacan has been the number one exporter of Mexican farm labor

to the United States.

Our extended family was a necessary for socioeconomic livelihood, not a
romanticized notion of togetherness and unity; by sticking together there was less of a

chance of going hungry. (Gonzalez, 2006: 55)
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In the family legends, there is one that has always been used to explain the
poverty of los Carrillo, my paternal grandmother’s branch of the family tree. ... I start
mapping out-the-generation, -this-tale involves in my. grand-—mother’s great-uncle, my
great-great-great- uncle, who is simply referred to as tio Dementrio. And his famous
exchange with el Diablo,-satan himself; most-likely took place-in the twentieth century,
perhaps in the midst of Mexican Revolution, somewhere in the untamed mountains near
Nahuatzen, Michoacan, where my grand-mother’s family continues to maintain its root
(Gonzalez, 2006: 67)
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I recall the evening my grandmother told my brother and me over dinner that our
father had abandoned us. Less than a year after my mother’s death, my father had moved
out of the house while we were away at school. He had gone off to marry a woman with
three sons of her own. She was carrying his child. As she revealed the last piece of
information, I dropped the spoon on the plate and flung myself across the room in a fit of

spasms and tears.
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(Gonzélez, 2006: 105)
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When [ begin to sniffle, a thin tear making its way weakly down my cheek, my
father awakes with a start and pushes his body against mine before quickly falling asleep
again. I can’t tell if this is an accidental shove, or if it’s his way of telling me to stop, that
the other passengers on the bus might hear me crying in the dark. I shift my body toward
the warm metal of the bus, my knee pressed painfully against the armrest, away form my
father. (Gonzalez, 2006: 36)
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“This guy’s fucking a girl named Snow, and he leaves the bathtub running.”
Ronnie Carew regaled us boys as we waited out turn at the jigsaw. It was fifth-period
shop, and we were cutting out leaf-shaped nut trays. “Gut downstairs bangs on the ceiling
and yells, ‘Hey asshole, we got three inches of water down here!” ‘Oh yeah? Says the

other guy, ‘Well, I got you beat then, ‘cause I’'m six inches in Snow.” ”
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I had to pretend I understood. The slightest hint of naiveté, and I could find
myself lapping spit off the wall. O was already starting to be more open with girls than
boys, but not too much, not so anyone like Vinnie would notice. The gulf, after all, was
widening, as surely as the girls split off to Home while the guys did Shop (Monette,
2004: 38). (Wiudoau TasfIve)
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The two ways in which I was bodiless — a dweeb at sports, and closed off to the
male bond of sexual misinformation — somehow reinforced each other, leaving me
almost plastic, at war with my physical self. I stubbed my toes and slammed my
fingers in doors. No finesse, no body English. Already there were boys at school
advancing through the portals of manhood — muscling up, shaving already, even
sporting hair down there, though this was only speculation till the first shower of

seventh-grade gym. (Monette, 2004: 38) (Lﬁfﬂ%ﬂﬂ’ﬂhiﬂﬂéﬁ%&l)
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I should have been finding a boy of my own instead of talking to Cilla Fitzgerald
about which one of her many suitors for the Junior Prom she ought to accept. That was
the most sinister aspect of my courtier’s self-denial: the sizing up of the straight men

for mating dance I had no part in. (Monette, 2004: 44) (Emphasis mine)
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I realize college provides a classic ground for reinvention of self, but self had
nothing to do with this. The very opposite: all I wanted to be was the two of them,

burying every trace of Paul Monette. (Moncitc, 2004: 106) (tdudonuIaed o)

But then everyone at Yale seemed to drink too much, almost as a badge of
honor. Holding your liquor was the mark of a man, but not holding it wasn’t such a
crime either; it proved a man was still a boy at heart, prone to mischief. I don’t know
how much I drank myself, a great deal more than I needed, but a small Puritan caution
kept me from trying to keep up with Cody, in that at least. Otherwise I was like a mirror
of his every word and gesture, increasingly trying to encourage him as his doubts about
being an artist made him ever more savagely cynical. (Monette, 2004: 132) (Lﬁu%’emm

Taed190)
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We stripped to our shorts and folded our clothes on our separate chairs, I too shy
to watch him. We lay down side by side, and the moment he grazed my thigh I was on
him like a rash. Kissing for the every first time, so hungry I frightened myself. (

Monette, 2004: 143) (Uu AN TAsRI0)

Patiently he maneuvered us into sixty-nine, a position I hadn’t even
conceptualized before, so stunted was my erotic imagination. He was very big, and he
snarled and roared softly when I sucked him, teaching me in an instant what an animal a
man could be. When he came in my mouth, it was like a tidal surge in a sea cave, so
forceful that the cum streamed out of my nose. When I bucked and shot myself, hearing
him greedily drink and swallow, I knew I had tasted life at last — and wouldn’t end up

sobbing in a wheelchair after all.

I wanted to cry for joy but played it much suaver, not breaking the spell of
the Ivy pledge. He fell asleep in my arms, wrapped about his sailor’s shoulders, tracing
his ‘lats with- my fingertips and drinking deep the seawater stink of us. Thinking I
wouldn’t sleep all night because I wanted to play it over and over in my head. But I
must’ve nodded off, for I woke up in the dark to find him biting at my neck, hungry all
over again. Hey, I was game if he was. Now that I’d entered the carnal arena, man to

. . Y 9 P
man, sleep was for sissies. (L‘L!‘Lﬁl’é]ﬂilWIﬂEl@’Ji]El)

Except he wanted to fuck me. He rolled me on top of him, sitting me up so I

straddled his crotch, his horse dick poised in the crack of my ass, the clench of my virgin
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pucker. I started to balk, bells of panic in my brain, but he found that sexy and gripped

my wrists. “I’ll go in real easy,” he murmured. “Just let go.” (Monette, 2004: 144)
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woman’s role, when what I had been so desperate for was to prove I was a man.” (Monette, 2004:
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My breath didn’t stop heaving till we were nearly there. My whole body was
clammy with sweat, and I was doubled over with cramps. My mind utterly blank. When I
stepped of in Cambridge I looked the same as ever, I dare say, a trifle rumpled perhaps. |
walked home to the porter’s thatched cottage and prayed that I’d get upstairs without any

of them seeing me.
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Until the cramps were so bad, I excused myself and wobbled downstairs to
the common loo. I sat on the can, and a great slug of him cum exploded out of me. I
stared between my legs at the water, the milky swirl of life. And felt a kind of
emptiness and shame deeper than anything I’d ever known. As if I’d aborted the
dream of my own manhood, or coughed at the wrong moment and missed the line in the
play that would have made everything right. But that’s probably more than you want to

know. (Monette, 2004: 145) (WjudionuTnodI9e)
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But that wasn’t really the issue, appearance’s sake. The question was, did I want
it? Tell him you don’t want it, I prodded myself. Moving to the bed and shaking his
shoulder again, bristling with offended propriety, lips pursed like a schoolmarm. “Get
up,” I said, “you have to leave.” And again he raised the dare: pulling down the waist of
his shorts so his dick sprang free, pumping it now in plain sight. “Greg, stop it.” I tried

not to look — tried to stay offended. His eyes were still shut, as if for him it wasn’t even
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happening. I bent down to heave him bodily off the bed, ready to call in the colonels.

He gripped the back of my neck, started to pull me down.

Until that second I‘d been certain I was resisting, fare and temptation both.
But denial is compulsion’s middle name. It required no further force to bring me
down. I bent and took him in my mouth. I’d come a long way to taste the sweat of
this damnation, and knew, the moment I took the dare, that we’d never get out of
this alive. He groaned and bucked his hips to drive in deeper. Behind the gritted teeth of
the passion I heard the ripple of laughter, so one of us must have been having fun.
Must’ve been Greg, for I was too busy feeding on sin and death to play.... The pretense
of sleep soon fell away, but the encounters passed in wordless silence..... We didn’t do
any fucking, neither of us wanting to take it — a nod to the bullheaded macho of Sutton
Hill, where a real man would rather due than submit. (Monette, 2004: 196) (Lﬁu%}@ﬂjm

Taed190)
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If T am particular about the fact of being seduced — putting it all on him, the will
and the dare and then the control — it doesn’t mean I didn’t feel the guilt. I racked myself
with self-loathing, first to last, a shame that pursued me like the Furies from school
till T finally bailed out of teaching entirely. (Monette, 2004: 196) (1Huvon11UIAY

HIY)
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And, having given up the search for the laughing man, convinced I could
sublimate my deviance into verse, the sort of relationship that drew me most was the
“feeling” sort with women....A refinement of the courtier dance I’d been waltzing since
junior high, with an existential spin of what’s it-all-about that echoed my long walks on
the beach with Star. | was a master of the life sign, and I knew that women responded to

it. (Monette, 2004:212)
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And how successful was my commitment to a life without the pleasures of the
flesh? For those first two years in Boston the eclipse was nearly total. Sometimes after
midnight, wired from writing dickless verse, I’d drive the twenty-five minutes into
downtown and browse the one dirty bookstore I knew. Its queer cornucopia didn’t
represent much of an advance erotically from the under-the-counter stuff I used to buy in
New Haven. But now at least I’d half-cruise the other skulking patrons, older men in

thence coats from the suburbs, who seemed as lost as 1. (Monette, 2004: 217)
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Cesar and I never laughed our way into bed. I knew he was queer and could see
he knew the same about me, who usually ran at the first suspicion on either side. Yet I
wouldn’t let us talk about it — my choice definitely, not his, just as it was my decision not
to let our friendship flower into love. Cesar would’ve gone that way in a minute, but
staunchly kept his feeling to himself, permitting me to define how far we would go. Not
far enough, not soon enough. But at least I had a gay friend now, even if it dared not

speak its name out loud. (Monette, 2004: 216) (Lﬁﬂ%ﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ&léﬁ% )
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At twenty-seven | thought I was uniquely fucked-up for having choked so long
in the closet. But my belated journey through the minefields of the bedroom gave me
abundant proof that the fear of connection and openness crossed all borders — men and
women, gays and straight. And just getting into bed with somebody wasn’t the magic
solution, because people could hide their terrors in pure technique — depersonalizing so

completely the body embraced that they felt nothing at all.
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Anyway, after so many years of being a chameleon, I was nothing if not

accommodating. (Monette, 2004: 253)
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To see all those naked bodies, all those exposed genitals were a revelation to me:
I realized, without a doubt, that I liked men. I enjoyed seeing them come out of the water,
run among the trees, climb the rock, and jump. I loved to see their bodies dripping wet,
their penises shining. The young men were carefree, cavorting in the water, coming out

again, and jumping into a stream. I was only six years old, but I watched them
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spellbound, in ecstasy before the glorious mystery of beauty. The following day I

discovered another “mystery”: masturbation. (Arenas, 2000: 8)
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In those days I endured all the prejudices typical of macho society fired up by
the Revolution. In that school overflowing with virile militancy there seem to be no place
for homosexuality, which, even then, severely punished by expulsion and even jail.
(Arenas, 2000: 48)
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My father and his beer buddies stand outside in dirty clothing, sipping out cans in paper
bags. When the night catches up to them nobody bothers to turn on the light. The bodies
darken and their voices get louder until someone’s wife sends a child to call his father
home, breaking up the party until the next time. No one will know exactly how much has
been consumed until the following morning when the sun shines in the discarded

containers scattered on the yard. (Gonzalez, 2006: 104)
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I confirmed the truth to this statement when I attended his twelfth birthday party
later that year. There was Carlos in all his glory with a red construction paper crown on
his head that no matter how you looked at it resemble a tiara. Carlos and his mother

hugged frequently and giggled like girls. (Gonzalez, 2006: 96)
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An added bonus was that we could pole fun at Liberace’s antics I watched in
admiration, envisioning myself swallowed in fur, thrusting my diamond-heavy fingers at

the studio audience... (Gonzalez, 2006: 146)

Everything I had learned to be and not to be, to accept and to deny, was finally
derailed in the mid-1980s when Liberace began to attract suspicious attention. To me,

Liberace had it all. (Gonzalez, 2006: 152)
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These were few choice activities for me during the suffocating evenings.
Although I had eight cousins (all but two were male) and a brother to play with, I
preferred to keep to myself. The boys were gruff and rowdy and spent too many hours
exchanging dirty jokes. Riding bikes with them meant parking at the ravine to talk about

tits and pussy. (Gonzalez, 2006: 58)
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Having no playthings in the house had its benefits. We learned to employ our
imaginations, becoming resourceful on the back porch, with overlooked a wild desert
landscape: in the palo verde tree we saw a jungle gym, in the mesquite brush, camouflage
for hide-and-seek, and in the find sand, an abundance of a key ingredient in mud play.

(Gonzélez, 2006:-73)
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the strove, frying those delicious homemade donuts on the skillet. (Gonzalez, 2006: 89) 303
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Each afternoon while my brother lost himself among the neighborhood streets on
his dirt bike, I practiced dabbing rouge on my cheeks in slow and delicate circles just as |
had seen my mother apply it to her own soft skin. I pushed her roll-on deodorant against
my chest, spotting my T-shirt with strong traces of perfume. I powdered my bare
underarms and neck. I would have worn the bra, but I couldn’t figure it out, so I simply
flung it across the room a few time, quickly rushing over to press my nose into the cups.
The panties were too big so I stuck my hand through one of the leg openings and
stretched the material over my shoulders. The panties would slip down and I’d pretend

my bare shoulder had become exposed. “So sexy,” I'd declare. (Gonzalez, 2006: 92)
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The director may have been impressed by our presence at his school, but not
the other kids. We had only been away from México a few years and already we were
considered foreigners — gringos, pochos, gavachos — Americanos. (Gonzalez, 2006: 123)
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By the time I was a senior in high school I had quietly crept up to the college
prep and honors classes where most of the students were white. All of the brown kids
were crammed together in the basic and intermediate classes. And though none of the
brown kids were my friends, I felt more alone and alienated with the white students.
Among them I had lost my invisibility, my only defense outside of my home. (Gonzalez,
2006: 204)
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That sort of proximity, the poet’s map of Boston, made all of us apprentice types
feel like larger figure in diorama. I strolled into Rudy’s place, my herder’s has cocked
rakishly, ready to do Byronic thing, a poet if not a lover. And there was Roger,Smiling
quietly while Richard and I exchange florid greetings, waiting his turn as I met Rudy and
Rudy’s boyfriend Craig. Roger Horwitz, Paul Monette. Say hello to the rest of your life.

(Monette, 2006: 276)
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Lazaro and I now live in the euphoria of the snow and of the great city that never
sleep: everything one could possibly want was available, day and night; all the fruit we
had longed for in Cuba, much of it from the tropical countries, could be purchased in the
midst of snowfall. It was really a dream come true in a constant celebration. (Arenas,
2000: 297)
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A 1910199F39 1WA In exile Lazaro has been only link to my past, the only witness to my
past life in Cuba; with him I have always had the feeling of being able to return to that

irretrievable world (Arenas, 2000: 308)
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Visiting Lazaro at that lobby of his building, I picked up most of my ideas for
my novel The Doorman , which , of course is dedicated to Lazaro. Many year ago, rather
than friends we had become more like brothers. If at times I feel sorry about abandoning
this world, it is because I know the loneliness in which I will leave this brother who,
between insanity and genius, has never stopped being a boy, though he is thirty-two years

old. (Areanas, 2000: 309)
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Butterflies, my lover calls it, the art he places on my neck. He locks his lips

on each shoulder blade and sucks the skin, leaving deep red, almost purple hickeys that
he says resemble wings. One butterfly on the left side and one on the right, and then he
works his way down to the middle of the spine: a trail of love bites. He perfects his craft
over months, after that first accidental mark on a vodka and crystal meth night.... My
lover gives me butterflies on those sheet-twisting nights of sex and sweat. | learn to bear,
and even welcome, the pain of his mouth. Each time his lips take hold of my skin I
squirm beneath him, resisting the urge to push away my flesh tightens and tingles. My
eyes close and I clench my teeth. I tell myself this is the man who loves me, who has
taught me the intimacy of his body and his bed without condition, who has put an end to
my loneliness. I will never leave him. (Gonzalez, 2006: 3)
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My lover gives me butterflies on those sheet-twisting nights of sex and sweat. 1
learn to bear, and even welcome, the pain of his mouth. Each time his lips take hold of
my skin I squirm beneath him, resisting the urge to push away my flesh tightens and
tingles. My eyes close and I clench my teeth. I tell myself this is the man who loves me,

who has taught me the intimacy of his body and his bed without condition, who has put
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an end to my loneliness. I will never leave him...“I just gave you another butterfly,”

he says. And I know then we are meant for each other because his gift matches my
fantasy tattoo: I want a path of monarchs spiraling out of the base of my back and
spreading open like a tornado, the insects growing in size that as they flutter up towards
my shoulders. Monarchs, I tell him, remind me of home and of my family. (Gonzélez,

2006: 3)
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My sexual activity was all with animals. First there were the hens, then the goats
and the sows, and after all I had grown up some more, the mares. To fuck a mare was
generally a collective operation. All of us boys would get up on a rock to be at the right
height for the animal, and we would savor that pleasure: it was a warm hole and, to us,

without end. (Arenas, 2000: 10)

It involved all of nature, including trees. I would carve out a hole in a soft-
stemmed tree, like papaya, and stick my penis into it. It was a great fun to fuck a tree. My
cousin-also.did it, with melons, pumpkins, and sour sops. But one of my cousins, Xavier,
confined that his greatest pleasure was to fuck a rooster. One morning the rooster was
found dead; I think it was not as a result of the size of my cousin’s penis, which was
really quite small I think the rooster died of shame from getting fucked when normally he
was the one to fuck all the hens in the yard.

Anyway, one must remember that life in the country is lived close to nature and,
therefore, to sexuality.

In the country, sexual energy generally overcomes all prejudices, repressions,

and punishment. That force, the force of nature, dominates.
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In the country I think, it is a rare man who has not had sexual relations with
another man. Physical desire over powers whatever feelings of machismo our fathers take

upon themselves to install in us. (Arenas, 2000: 19)
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Holguin had a totally macho atmosphere which my family stared and in which
they raised me. Nevertheless, my love life at thirteen was somewhat ambiguous. I fell in
love with Carlos, a kid from the factory, with whom I had a lot in common; we even

looked alike. (Arenas, 2000: 35).
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professors, if not the majority, had sexual encounters with their students; there was one, Juan,



125

who had relations with close to a hundred students.” (Arenas, 2000: 50) D143 el Ulfvg]}‘UfJﬂ!,’d' 1N13
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By then I had two girlfriends: Irene, whom I had known before entering the
school, and Marlene, who was now generally considered my steady girlfriend. They took
turns coming to the school on Sundays, which were visiting days. I was very “macho”
then, or tried to be, although sometimes I had platonic relationships which included tests

of strength, simulated wrestling matches, and horseplay. (Arenas, 2000: 52)
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None of this surprised me: | already knew that the capitalists system was also
sordid and money-hungry. In one of my first statements after leaving Cuba I had declared

that “the difference between the communists and capitalists systems is that, although both
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give you a kick in the ass, in the communist system you have to applaud, while in the

capitalist system you can scream. And I came here to scream.” (Arenas, 2000: 288)
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hypocrites, and cowards had not ended just because T was out of Cuba.” (Arenas, 2000: 289)
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live in Miami.” (Arenas, 2000: 292)
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The exile is the person who, having lost a loved one, keeps searching for the face
he loves in every new face and, forever deceiving himself, think he has found it. I
thought I had found that in New York, when I arrived here in 1980. The city took me into
its fold. I felt as if I had arrived in the glorified Havana, with great sidewalks, fabulous
theaters, a transportation system that worked marvelously, street that were really lively,

and all kind of people who spoke many different languages: I did not feel like a stranger
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in New York. That very first night, I started walking around city; it seemed to me that

in another incarnation, in another life, I had lived in the city. (Arenas, 2000: 294-294)
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Now, needless to say, after ten years, [ have realized that an exile has no place
anywhere, because there is no place, because the place where we started to dream, where
we discovered the natural world around us, read our first book, loved for the first time, is
always the world of our dreams. (Arenas, 2000: 292)
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Dream and nightmare have been an important part of my life. I always went to

bed like someone ready for a long trip: books, pills, glasses of water, clocks, a light,
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pencils, notebook. To go to bed and switch off the light has been for me to submit to a

totally unknown world, full of delicious as well as sinister promises. (Arenas, 2000: 311)
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In Riverside I'm a college sophomore majoring in the humanities and on one
know I’'m involved with an older man who makes love to me as fiercely as he angers me.
In Indio I’'m the son and grandson of farm workers who have never hugged me, but
whom I miss terribly, especially when I need to run away form the man who tells me that

he loves me, he loves me. (Gonzalez, 2006: 8)
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But this was home, this government-subsidized cinderblock apartment of the
Fred Young Farm Labor Camp, commonly referred to as “el campo.” In the 1970s it was
an idyllic community since the housing was new, the lawns were fresh with watered
grass, the trees were pruned to matching cookie-cutter proportions, and the walls were as
white and clean as canvases, and the rows of front doors alternated colors between red
and blue — a patriotic display for a neighborhood of Mexican farmworkers. By the time
my family moved there in the early 1980s, “el campo” had gained a reputation as a
thriving nest for thieves, drug dealers, drug addicts, and gangs....The apartments were
also infested with cockroaches. One of the first suggestions my grandmother made when
we moved in was to make sure the roaches crawled out of the cereal before we poured in
the milk....In the late 1980s a wall was constructed that divided the land between “el
campo” and a large, barren lot that had always been used as a meeting place by the young

people showing off their customized cars. (Gonzalez, 2006: 129)
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UsznevaedIauveIneuyad neUsaaNa1d 1331 “This house was my world. My world

was Zacapu — the place of my father’s birth.” (Gonzalez, 48) ﬁmwumé’amawm1°1Juﬁfu:iuﬂu
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In Zacapu we also had the beauty of the surrounding mountains and not far off
the enchanting Lago de Patzcuaro, where Janitzio salutes from the center with its giant
statue of Jos¢ Maria Moleros y Pavén, the other famous Mexican priest who led the
independence movement after the execution of Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla. The name of
our town comes from Nahuatl Word for rock, but the area was actually lush with the
lumber-producing pino, encino, madrofio, and to a lesser extent, tocuz and capiz tree. The
greenery was ripe with apple, capulin, membrillo, zapote, and avocado trees. In the field,
corn and coffee were abundant. Much later I learned that the farmers were replacing the
old crops on the fertile hills with the more profitable marijuana planted by the acres. And
nearby was Anguangueo, the famous monarch butterfly sanctuary, where the fiery
invasions took place in an early spring. We’d walk around wearing butterflies like
appliqués on our clothing, and when they fluttered by the dozens so close to the ground,
I’d run through the sea of them, disappearing behind the bursts of light coming through
their wings. I have never come across such intensity of breath and beauty since, and
when | see a monarch picture in a magazine or television screen I’'m swept back into the

strange but comforting intimacy of their winking paradise. (Gonzalez, 2006: 48)
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I piece together this woman, trying to figure out if she would have approved of
me as a gay son. In Mexico the homosexual has many names: joto, puto, marica,
maricon, margarita and my favorite, mariposa, an allusion to feminine fluttering of

eyelashes. To my mather, I was simply, mijo, My son. (Gonzalez, 2006: 184)
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"The American Dream is "that dream of a land in which life should be better
and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each according to ability or
achievement. [...] It is not a dream of motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of
social order in which each man and each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest
stature of which they are innately capable, and be recognized by others for what they are,

regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position.”9
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All day and all night long it had felt like a movie. I liked it being a movie, and
the way I seemed to watch myself go through the motions of a twenty-four-hour
romance. A movie I could take my grandmother to, unlike my night of carnal overload in

Soho (Monette, 2004: 152).
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They gave me the part of a stowaway, a foppish prig called Jonathan Swope von
Krohn. The crew of macho sailors takes an instant loathing toward the intruder, teasing
his fussy manners and finally prodding him with a harpoon to walk the plank. By then I
thought of myself as a serious actor, and thus learned my lines word perfect, working up
a portrait of insufferable effeteness. ... The more we rehearsed, the more I understood
that they wanted me to play John Krohn himself, and that the strutting boys in pirate

clothes were lynching this homo because he gave them the creeps. I felt horribly
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uncomfortable now, but trapped as well, too wimpy to raise an objection or walk

away. It was bad enough the director kept pushing me to mince more, an act too close to
my deepest fear, but the brutal identification with an actual boy was dismaying in the
extreme. (Monette, 2004: 98).... All around were groans of sneering distaste, as the
Pequot’s crew took my measure. I bowed as rehearsed to Ahab. But when I said my
name, | grabbed for the Irish brogue, mangling every syllable and saving John Krohn by

the skin of his teeth.

And that is how [ felt the place — gay in every respect except my dick, thrown to
the sharks by my classmates. But with one tiny victory on my side. For once in my life,
pushed to the wall, no matter how much I was no one myself, I’d moved to take the

bullet for a brother (Monette, 2004: 100).
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Write what you know, as the first rule has it in Fiction I. But frankly I only knew
what life to be, not what it was. I knew the blank page of life in the closet, and no way
would I ever write about that. But I was free to experiment at will, since no one in Nice
was looking over my shoulder (Monette, 2004: 150).
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The religious dimension to the story of America, where good and evil exist
alongside each other, has been a pervasive theme in country, giving it a powerful
resonance beyond the history of specific churches and often endowing its language with
special meaning and force. From this perspective, religious imagery and behavior have
had an important part to play in disagreements over how American identity should be

defined, and who should be involved in process (Monette, 2004: 107).
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So I told myself I would give it up, even prayed at night for it to be taken away,
not knowing that “it” was love. Forgive me for what I did with Kite, and don’t let it

happen again (Monette, 2004: 29).
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The Bible is still the only dirty book I've ever read, at least in its current
incarnation as a weapon of the homophobes. Bible scholarship keeps trying to catch up,
proving that all the hatred of gay is just stupid translation, though the snake-oil preachers
don’t want to hear it. But perhaps I'm just as stuck as they are — with the acquired
prejudices of Grandpa Joe, to whom the Irish and their priests were a subhuman species

(Monette, 2004: 246).
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see that being different was about something more than just our dicks.” (Monette, 2004: 81)
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Well, yes and no. it’s true I became a new man, with a vengeance, diving into the tribe
and crowing my freedom and rhapsodizing my bond with Roger. But the baggage of the
past wouldn’t go away. [ didn’t understand how much of a struggle intimacy would be,
that when things got tough, I’d shut down. Long after I thought I’d mastered putting love
and fuck in the same sentence, that wild oats I hadn’t sowed at twenty came back to mock

me (Monette, 2004: 174).
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They went to church on Sunday, drank beer, and eyed the teenage girls in gym
short. They appreciated a good woman-on-woman porno. They showed me photographs
of their fiancées and sent me wedding invitations. They were strong and loved to fuck big
breasted women. They were macho. | was their own personal Liberace who whispered
tunes in their ears they could never admit to have heard. It didn’t matter that I was fat or

thin, just available. They desired me just the same.

“I wish you could stay with me forever,” one of the men once said to me in bed,
right before the phone rang. He picked up the receiver. “Carifio! How I miss you. How
are the kids?” I never felt more invisible than on that mattress, under those heavy sheets

that smelled of someone else’s nights (Gonzalez, 2006: 152).
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Suddenly, he swung around and dropped on top of me (Gonzélez), pinning my
head down with his forehead. His body balanced on his arms. When he smiled his teeth

also radiated their whiteness. My breathing quickened and I was embarrassed to be
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feeling an erection. He lowered his body closer to mine, and his belly came into

contact with my arousal. But I couldn’t move. I tried to pry him off me but he wouldn’t
let me, so I simply succumbed, waiting to find out, wanting to experience what he’d do
next. And then, just as unexpectedly, he jumped off and disappeared into the bedroom
again, leaving me flushed and confused about what had just happened between us on the

living room floor. The next day, he was gone (Gonzalez, 2006: 106).
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During my first sexual experience with a grown man, I never felt any sense of

shame.

What I did see clearly was the foreman driving up the dusty avenue to pick me
up as he had promised. But he didn’t let me climb into the truck before embracing me
first. Not a single word was spoken as he undid my shirt and my pants. I didn’t object to
his mouth running down my chest and bitter down on my nipples. I ejaculated as soon as
he entered me, both of us pressed against the seat of the truck. The smell of layers of
sulfur and sweat that had permeated the seat covering made me nauseous, so I held my
breath until he came. We got into the truck and drove back to the crew. The stickiness
between my ass cheeks and the scent of my own shit bothered me and excited me for the
rest of the afternoon. And though I wanted this encounter to happen again, the grape
harvest came to a close without him coming around to even look at me again (Gonzalez,
2006: 143).
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Sex with another man seemed so natural to me, the contact so necessary.
Certainly the pleasure was rewarding, but so was the transgression — the only time I felt
in control, even as I let the men do with me what they wanted, with whatever force
(Gonzélez, 2006: 144).
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Besides, romantic relationships between men were impossibility if you weren’t
really a homosexual. Gerardo never said he was gay, and neither did any of the men I had
been sleeping with.-And for the longest time I doubted. that [ was gay myself because this
identity was never talked about by any of us or even recognized in the secrecy of the dark
bedrooms (Gonzalez, 2006: 144).
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Further standard for national conduct that reflects masculined heteronormativity
tend also to be homophobic, and thus are intolerant of sexual diversity, particularly

homosexual (Nagel, 2003 160). (Hiudioa3 Taoi39e)
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The Castro regime, in other words, regards women along with homosexual, as
inferior being. “Macho” man could have several women and it was seen as a sign of

virility (Arenas, 2000: 156).
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I think many of the young men who were at the school on scholarships were
homosexual who played the male role. In their view, fucking other youth did not make
them queer, queer were the ones who got fucked (Arenas, 2000: 51). (Lﬁu%’ammiﬂa
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Homosexuals were confined to the two worst wards of El Morro: these wards
were below ground at the lowest level, and water seeped into the cells at high tide. It was
a sweltering place without a bathroom. Gays were not treated like human beings, they

were treated like beasts (Arenas, 2000: 180).
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Even so, on the night of my departure I did approach a policeman. I looked at
him and he looked at me, but the only sign he gave me was to grab his testicles,
conspicuous under his uniform and almost as big as my grandfather’s. I walked away as

fast as I could, while he kept on rubbing his magnificent testicles (Arenas, 2000: 43).
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How perfect that the watch keeping time on my right wrist is a gift from him.
The black leather band and convex glass over the pearl-colored face make me feel
elegant. The heavy platinum watch my father gave me two years ago was tacky, and [
was more than pleased when I lost it in a public restroom just two months after wearing
what felt like a manacle. My lover’s watch is prettier, more delicate, but it has been

tightening like a handcuff as well (Gonzalez, 2006: 4).
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My ordeal only worsened when on two occasion, as I sat on the edge of a planter
to read during study break, I was tapped on the shoulder by one of my classmates while a

school janitor drove by in a compact utility truck.
“Is that your father?” I was asked.

I was starled by the question the second time I was even indignant. The janitor, a
plump man with short wavy hair and a pair of glasses as devastatingly ugly as mine, was
not my father. We were both Mexican, but so were many kids. Why was I being singled

out with this question? Was I being ridiculed? (Gonzélez, 2006: 205).
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At the beginning of the second semester another brown kid was moved up to the
honors class. Part of me was pleased by this, but part of me felt a little resentful since I

had worked so hard- an entire semester in fact- at becoming invisible. He was one of my
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kin; that much was clear by the clothing he wore, most likely from the second-hand
stores. And now that he was here I could almost hear my classmates thinking: There are

two of them now. (Gonzalez, 2006: 205).
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Homosexuals were confined to the two worst wards of El Morro: [...] They were
last one to come out for meals, so we saw them walk by, and the most insignificant
incident was an excuse to beat them mercilessly. The soldiers guarding us, who call
themselves combatientes, were army recruits sent here as a sort of punishment; they
found some release for their rage by taking it out on the homosexuals. Of course, nobody
called them homosexuals; they were called fairies; faggots, queers, or at best, gays. The
wards for fairies were really the last circle of hell.  Admittedly, many of those
homosexuals were wretched creatures whom-discrimination;and misery had turned into

common criminals (Arenas, 2000: 180).
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Nevertheless, they had not lost their sense of humor. With their own sheets they
made skirts, and with shoe wax obtained form relatives they shadowed their eyes; they
even used lime from the wall whitewash as makeup. Sometimes when they were allowed
in the roof of El Morro to get a bit of sun, they made it into a real show. The sun was a
rationed privilege for prisoners; we would be taken out about an hour once or twice a
month. The fairies attended to as if [ were one of the most extraordinary events of their
lives, which it almost was. From the roof we could see not only the sun but the sea as
well, and we could also look at the city of Havana, the city of our suffering, but which
from up there seemed like paradise. The fairies would dress up for this occasion in the
most unusual ways and wear wigs made out of rope, which they obtained God knows
how. They wore makeup and high heel fashioned from pieces of wood, which they called
clogs. To be sure, they no longer had anything to lose, maybe they never had anything to
lose and therefore could afford the luxury of being true to their nature, to act queer, to
make jokes, and even to express admiration to a soldier. For this, of course, they could be
punished by not being allowed out into the sun for three months, which is the worst that
could happen to an inmate (Arenas, 2000: 181).
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