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Abstract

The unification of ASEAN Community has considerably affected
the tourism of Thailand. Thailand has to strengthen its conservation and
cultural tourism because most countries in the ASEAN Community have not
only implemented similar strategies, but also shared the same resources
and culture. Take Cambodia as an example. Both Cambodia and Thailand
have been endowed with resembling architecture and tourism communi-
ties. The reason why most countries in ASEAN Community have promoted
their tourist attractions towards similar directions is due to the fact that
they have relied more on their natural resources and cultural capital
than on the industrial capital. Apparently, the major sources of income of
Thailand as well as other ASEAN Community countries have derived from
tourism and service sectors. Thus, as the unification of ASEAN Community
becomes more and more functional, Thailand will be facing a huge problem.
Therefore, Thailand must improve key factors that support its tourism in
every dimension so as to maintain and increase its market shares. It must
develop tourist attractions and the strategies that respond to the ever-
increasing demands of its tourists. Regarding this, it must take current
situations into consideration. At present, tourists have shown more

preferences on health tourism, ecotourism, and cultural tourism from
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which they can learn the culture and the lifestyle of local people. Besides,
tourists can be encouraged to visit various local community-based tourist
sites across the country. This strategy will generally correspond with the
goal of The 11th National Economic and Social Development Plan for equal

income distribution to narrow the gap between urban and rural societies.

Keywords :  ASAEN Community, Conservation Tourism,

Heritage Tourism, Ecotourism Tourism Community
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