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PIYAPORN AROONPONG : CULTURAL DIMENSIONS IN SONGKHRAM LOWER RIVER BASIN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT :

A CASE STUDY OF THABOR COMMUNITY, SRISONGKHRAM DISTRICT, NAKHON PHANOM PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR :

DR. NARUMON ARUNOTAI, 288 pp.

The aims of this research are 1)to study on the cultural dimensions in Songkhram Lower River Basin related to the
resource management 2) to analyze the adjustment of resource management and of socio-cultural system within the different
conditions and contexts 3) to synthesize the cultures which are the patterns related to the process of development, especially in the
resource management of the River Basin 4)to provide the suggestions on resource management and the dimension of
development that is in the line with social and sustainable context. This research is a qualitative study. The information is collected
by observation, in-depth interviews with key informants, and attending seminars and conferences related to this research.

This research finds that the way life of Tha-Bor people is related to the resource of Songkhram River Basin. The
community depends on the natural resource. The relation called "Community Right” has been practiced since the ancient times.
This is the process that relates to the components of the accessibility of the wisdom, the use and the conservation of the natural
resource, and the community power used in managing-and taking care of that resource.

The natural resources in Tha-Bor have been exploited intensively. The reason is partly from the national development that
links the local with the Macro-economic system. This leads community to change from subsistence production to commercial
production. Subsistence, local wisdom, exchangelabor in community, and community interdependency are replaced by external
markets, technology, machines, and external capital. On one hand, senses of community and the relationship among people in the
community are gradually destroyed. And, natural resource is not enough. However, on the other hand, these conditions make the
community active and realize in the importance of —plentiful resources. It is understood that natural resource have to be sustained
and preserved for the use in the future. To emphasize the realizalion on the importance of the resource, the local patterns of
management--such as Wang-Pla_{aimed to_conserve fish_in_the_river) and Wai-Pee-Pho-Pee-Ta (it is meant pay respect to
ancestors)—are revived. People have learnt more on how lo manage natural resources formally. The Thai-Baan Research has
spread local knowledge and increased community bargaining power in resource management. The networks for cooperation in
collective natural resource management are established.

It is noticed that the suitable way of resource management has been formed from the local way of life, which is creatively
produced “the culture of living together”. This has established local wisdom, social protection, and knowledge-based society within
the community. It creates and fosters the people relations in the community as well as people: living in the same river basin. The
relations between'human and nature and between human and the super-natural has ‘been socialized, transferred and handed
down from generation to generation. Therefore, the “cultural’ approach” of resource management is the way for living together in
cultural dimension which sets up the system of living, the regulations, and the rules on the basis of social relation system and social
structure. The natural resource management has been transferred from generation to generation and adapted to living in limited

resources.

Field of study Human and Social Development. Sludent's signalure....... R GFUFNBWWMj .......
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