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The main objectives of a research on ‘The Study of Bai - Bang (Leaf
rot) Process from Lotus Leave and Its Possibility to Products
Development’ were to find out the appropriate method to make leaf rot form
lotus leaf, to develop handicrafts derived from lotus leaf rot, and to enhance
an idea to take leaf rot to various products development focusing on making
use of natural material in handicraft development.

This research studied how to make leaf rot from lotus leaf. Two
factors were studied in this experiment -- kinds of lotus leaf and method of
leaf rot making. Three kinds of lotus leaf were examined -- Roseum plenum,
Magnolia Lotus, and Lotus. Two methods were examined : 1) natural
fermentation by soaking lotus leaves in clean water for 7, 14, and 21 days
respectively and 2) soaking lotus leaves in water mixed with acid compound
soup at 2 formulae — 1 acid compound soup with 25 liters and 2 acid
compound soup with 25 liters. The period of soaking was the same as the
experiment in method 1.

It was found that natural fermentation of lotus leaves (method 1:
soaking lotus leaves in clean water) showed the best result in Roseum
plenum (Nelumbo nueifera gaertn). The 21-day fermentation brought out the
best result. Roseum plenum leaves rot were still in complete form and
structure which were suitable for further product development. On the
contrary, Magnolia Lotus (nelumbo nucifera gaertn) and Lotus (nelumbo
nucifera gaertn) leaves rot didn’t show the complete rot. Chlorophyll and
fiber were still stuck on the leaves. The 7-day fermentation period would
cause the leaves decay. One advantage of method 1 was leaf rot would have
the best quality, tissues were still strong and complete but this method took a
long time to complete. “





