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This qualitative research used a sample of experienced bronze craftmen who were
currently in work and aiso those who used to work, senior community leaders,
entrepreneurs, workers, and craftmen relatives, as key informants. The total of 26 key
informants were selected by snowball teachnique. Research methodology included in-depth
interview, focus group as well as participatory and non-participatory observation.

Successive development and learning process of local wisdom in stone polished
bronzewares had evolved for more than 50 years. It appeared that stone polished
bronzewares had been the major source of income for Padittrolakarn community. Most
community people had migrated from rural areas as they failed to service the farming. The
beginning of stone polished bronzeware production started from apprentices in order to
gain skills and particular knowledge. Some experienced craftmen would then turn
themselves into entrepreneurs, acquiring purchase contracts with stone polished
bronzeware producers. This study found that learning process of becoming craftmanship
begin from craftmen family teaching one another so that they could share work. The long
period of succession in bronze craftmanship, therefore had passed pass through relatives
for generation. The process offered job security and support for family. However, there was
a downward tendency of bronze craftmanship because the lack of successive persons. This
was due to the fact that young generation perceived the hardship of working process. In
practice, the learning process of stone polished bronzeware production involved three
stages: firstly, participatory learning in the community, secondly the process of bringing
local wisdom into practice, and Finally the development of knowledge, belief, skills and
community cooperation.

Local wisdom in stone polished bronzeware production and economic

development of community helped increase the opportunity and income of craftmen

families. This might lead to self sufficiency in community. In addition, family could afford
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child education. It reflected the satisfying way of life in the community. It occured that
bronze craftware production had been extended in this community, for example, the
establishment of savings group and the use of local technology to market their products.
The community pride in their preserved culture and local wisdom which had been an
important ground of its economic development. This study sustained the relationship

between local wisdom of bronze craftmanship and economic development of community.





