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This study is the qualitative approach. The key objective of the study is to analyze
vagrant lives of wandering elephant keepers in the period before and after vagrant,
respective to economic, social and cultural fronts. The study also focuses on procedures
and causes or factors, which are important to their decision-making to bring elephant out on
the city streets. In addition, the study includes the impact of the scheme of barring roaming
elephants from city. Researcher chose study areas in Bangkok and this surrounding
provinces. Sample of 20 wandering elephant keepers were drawn by using purposive
sampling method. Data was collected for the period of 12 months, starting from August
2002 to July 2003. The data collection was using methodologies of structured interview,
unstructured interview, in-depth interview, and non-participant observation, as well as

relying on related documents.
The study indicated as below :

1. Lives of wandering elephant keepers during the period before and after
vagrant are considered aé a typical way of life for regular Thai in the countryside, meaning
they have agricultural related jobs such as being paddy or fruit farmers, who are relatively
poor. Most of their education background were at primary school. They are respect to
sacred items, believe in ghosts, and respect to older. During the past few years, social and
economic development quickly brought in new luxury items into the villages. As a result,
their earnings are not enough for their spending. Therefore, growth-up people have to go
out of their village for finding jobs elsewhere and send money back home to their families
who are normally children and senior people. In the old days, wandering elephant keepers
would normally take their elephants to forests or paddy field for feeding near villages.

Nowadays, natural foods for elephant are rare to find in their villages. Coupled with
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wandering elephant keepers being too poor to afford buying foods for their elephants, some
turned out to borrow money from non-financial institutions by taking their plots of lands or
elephant as collaterals. However, most of them do not want to sell their elephants even
though they could not afford to raise them. As a result, many elephant keepers and their

elephants were being forced to roam city streets to beg for food and money.

2. The most important factors to force regular mahouts and elephants to roam
city streets are changing in environment, household debt and poverty, resulting from
overspending, over-consumption, and materialism behaviors especially on luxury items.
These are the result of new social roam, which considers money and luxury items as good
social status. Furthermore, environment has also been changed as plantation of eucalyptus
trees has cut food chain, which are food for elephants to be able to survive naturally. In
addition, usage of chemical and pesticide on agricultural farm has poisoned natural food for
elephants. The last factor is large consumption for food of elephant in each day, resuiting in

lack of capacity of mahout to supply food for elephant.

3. The study also found out the impact of the scheme of barring roaming
elephants from city-street. Some wandering elephant keepers are reluctant on new rule as
they still brought in their elephants from countryside to city. For certain, the scheme has cut
vagrant wandering elephant keepers’ earnings. Therefore, they could not find money to
repay their existing debts. Those who are living in Bangkok or surrounding areas, have to
relocate their temporary shelters to new cites, which are less attractive to them due to
lower earnings. Those vagrant elephant keepers hope to government or organizations to

step in and give assistance to them.





