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The research aimed to study the need of growing vetiver grass to preserve soil
and water for sustainable agriculture. The study focused on two groups: a group of
farmers from a model village who won a prize from the Community Development
Department, Ministry of Interior; and a group of farmers who won a prize for a project
competition—develobing and campaigning for the use of vetiver grass. The population
consisted mostly of males of about 39.30 years of age; 73.9% was married. Their
educational levels ranged from primary education to a diploma. 32.1% of the population
was fruit gardeners; 29.7% grew rice;. 11.8% was vegetable gardeners; 4.3% was
stockmen. 50.8% of them had side occupation. In the aspect of agricultural area, it was
found that 33.1% of them owned less than 10 "rai”; 28.8% owned 10-19 “rais”, and 0.7%
had more than 80 “rais”. Those who owned about 14 “rais” of land had the average
income of B13,802.35 a month. Most of them lived in their own houses. TV was the most
popular mass media (96.6%); 71.5% watched TV every day. The effective media, in their
opinion, were electronic media (32.4%); interpersonal communication (26.5%), and
newspapers (26.5%) respectively. 88.9% of the group grew vetiver grass. The most
suitable kinds of vetiver grass for the community were Sri Lanka and Songkhla 3. The
objectives of growing vetiver grass were to solve the problem of soil erosion, growing
along the sides of the ponds, and to conserve the soil respectively. From the hypothesis,
it was found that different features of the population did not affect the need of growing
vetiver grass to preserve soil and water for sustainable agriculture, except the educational

level.





