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The objective of this research was to study causes which created changes in
society and culture of the Mon community in Koh Kred, Nonthaburi Province. Conceptual
framework of the research was that city development provided progress in communities’
public facilitation system, education and public health These factors stimulated social and
cultural changes of the Mon community in Koh Kred, Nonthaburi Province.

The research methodology was a qualitative study of which information were
collected from documents, observation, participant observation, interviews and structured
interviews with 27 cases of Thai people both native and non-native Mon who lived in the
community. Other 10 people living outside the community were also interviewed

The research found that urbanization caused changes in society. The native
Mon-Thai increasingly marry Thais and other racial Thais. They have been participating
in every local administrative activity. Their offspring went fdr formal school rather than
study in monasteries as in the past. When being sick, they prefered being treated by
modern physicians. They spent their leisure time listening to radios or watching TV at
home, or traveling to places outside the community.

Regarding cultural change, most houses were built in wood. Electricity replaced
the kerosene lamps, pipe water replaced the water from the river. Nearly all people
communicated with others in central Thai language. Their occupations diversified from
officials, industrial workers and general employees. They dressed in modern fashion both
males and females. Some traditional rituals were still practiced while some were
neglected. However, beliefs in household and community’s spirits were remained although

less intensive .



