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Abstract 2 O 1 8 4 2

This research aimed at studying Black Thai language, including phonology, morphology, syntax and
phrases, discourse and proverbs and sayings, and cultures, including residences, food, dressing, and beliefs and
rituals, of Black Thai people residing in Nongprong Sub-district, Khao Yoi District, Petchaburi Province,
Thailand. The research data were accumulated from primary and secondary sources.

The research results were as follows:

With regafd to the language of Black Thai, it was revealed that there were nineteen consonant
phonemes used. All of them could be employed as the initial consonants but only nine could be used as the
final consonants. There were twenty-one vowels consisting of eighteen monophthongs, and three diphthongs.
Five syllabic structures were found. As for the morphology of Black Thai, there were four kinds of words: free
morphemes, compound words, synonomous compounds, and reduplication words. These words were
classified into seven parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, and ending
words. For syntax, three kinds of sentences were found: simple sentences, compound sentences, and complex
sentences. Moreover, types of phrases used in Black Thai were nominal phrases, verbal phrases, and adverbial
phrases including adverbs of place and adverb of time. Furthermore, discourse and proverbs and sayings were
discovered greatly in the written lullabies, songs, Iyrics and tales.

For their cultures, it was found that their traditional houses consisted of the turtle back shape roof
made of Yakha (Lamperata cylindrica), walls and grounds of plaited bamboo strips. The houses were
constructed with woods, bolts, wedges and rattan, without any nails. However, their traditional houses’ styles
were changed due to the changes of society. With regard to Black Thai food, there are many kinds of curries,
such as Kaeng Pham, Khaeng No Pueng, Khaeng Som. Most of the curries have “Ma Khaen™ as a major
spice. There are also many kinds of desserts, for example, Kwai Lui, Khao Ji, Pan Tong, and Sticky Rice with
Black sesame. The Black Tai people usually dress in black. Most of them have their own formal black shirts
called “Sue Hii”, All families believed in ghosts. Therefore their rituals are relevant to their beliefs, for
example, SENRUEN (t&f uﬁeu), which was the most important ritual in every family, funeral rites, and
wedding ceremonies. They have worshiped the most powerful spirit, Phi Than, and their ancestors’ spirits.





