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 The objective of this qualitative research was to study on condition of 

evacuation centers, health problems, and needs of children with facing flood disaster.  

The informants included 32 parents of children under 1-6 years old and 30 children 

between the age of 7-12 years who faced flooding and stayed in evacuation centers in 

Bangkok Metropolitan Region.  In-depth interviews and field observation were used to 

collect the data during November 2011 to January 2012, and data were analyzed 

using content analysis.  Findings revealed that condition of evacuation centers 

perceived by the informants were described into 5 themes: 1) uncomfortable 

physically and psychologically, 2) feeling insecure for life and possessions, 3) living 

conditions were prone to disease, 4) many sleep disturbances, and 5) many 

challenging managerial problems.  Health problems of children under the age of 1 to 

12 years old who experienced the flood disaster were presented in 3 themes: 1) 

various physical illness and symptoms, 2) psychological and emotional discontent, 

and 3) change in many behaviors.  Needs of children under the age of 1 to 6 years 

were: 1) difficulty finding what was needed and 2) most of donated items were not 

for children.  In addition, needs of children between the ages of 7-12 years were 1) 

basic necessities, 2) security caregivers for children, and 3) growth and learning 

development. 

 The findings of this study provide understanding about condition of evacuation 

centers, health problems and needs of the children facing flood disaster which can 

be used as guidelines for health personnel in assessing health problems and planning 

for assistance and health care services for children who face other disasters. 
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