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This research focuses on potential and plant diversity in Mae Gratu Mountain.
The aims of the study are not only investigating an assessment standard of quality
for ecotourism destination in Mae Gratu Mountain, but also to recommend
sustainable tourism development for ecotourism destination in Mae Gratu Mountain
in Amphor Mae Wong, Nakhon Sawan Province by using Exploratory Mixed Methods
Design. The sample of quantitative research is 400 villagers, by using the technique of
sample random sampling. The statistical for quantitative analysis are mean,
percentage, standard deviation and Pearson’s moment product correlation.

The qualitative method employs not only documentary research, but also
grounded theory approach. For example, the research uses in-depth interviews with
local wisdom that are living in the community, and participation and observation are
also used. The key informants for qualitative research have been selected by
snowball sampling technique. In addition, the SWOT analysis are also applied when
investigate standard quality of ecotourism assessment of tourist destination.

The results from quantitative research shows that, almost of villagers in the
community 58 percent are females; 47.50 percent their aged are between 21-30
years old; 55.50 percent are single; 57 percent have finished high schools; 36.50
percent their occupation are were merchants; 41 percent are the membership of the
family; 39.50 percent their income per month are between 10,000-19,999 baht. And

the average mean of villagers’ opinion towards to the tourist destination



development which is included 3 aspects in the environmental issues such as social
and cultural and the economical are at a highest level which is about 4.27 (; =4.27)

Besides, some of hypothesis testing results shows that sex, marital status,
education, income per month, and occupation of the villagers have some statistically
significant at 0.05 relationship with Mae Gratu Mountain ecotourism tourist
destination development. Further, the results from qualitative research by using
SWOT analysis when look at tourism’ potential shows that the community is having
some famous for water system management from Mae Gratu Mountain. The
community can conserved ecosystem because of having some good community
leaders. However, there are some weaknesses. They are rarely receives some
financial support from local government. Most of tourism business and activities are
operate by themselves. For example, they have their own homestay. And they try to
manage everything among villagers. That is to say, the threat of a tourist destination
in the community is that there is no support from local government. The
management of program tour is quite difficult. There is only some specific tourists’
conservationist group who interested in the tour program. The distance from Bangkok
is not convenient. It takes some time to travel from Bangkok to Mae Gratu Mountain.
It does not comfortable to manage program tour during rainy season. There will be
some risks to have an accident due to the mountain is so deep and steep.

Regarding to some important finding above, the assessment to use
ecotourism standard quality can be affirmed that the community is well suited as an
ecotourism destination of 4 aspects. They are the attraction of tourism for natural
resources learning center, the abundance of natural resources, the relevance in the
local communities of cultural and natural resources, and the safety of destination
natural resources. In addition, the results of the plant diversity in Mae Gratu
Mountain can divided into 6 groups. They are very useful for treatment. There are
about 69 species. And there are around 28 species that can be used for
consumption. They are around 21 species can use for construction and agricultural
tools. There are 4 types can use for ornamental house etc. Thus, the policy
implication and future study need to provide some supports to some local academic

institute to look at some community participation for this destination ecotourism



development. The local government in the community should support some
funding, and provide some budget to organize some of community’s tourism training
among villagers to gain some knowledge’s of plant diversity which is able to develop

as some opportunities for income generation activities.



